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HE secret of Mr. Churchill’s great War leadership 

may perhaps be found in his being blessed 
not only with great powers of intellect and resolve, 
but with those strange qualities of temperament which 
are typical of the ordinary Englishman. They 
include a large measure of common sense, with 
that touch of sentiment that adds colour to the 
matter-of-fact. 


Britain is a great modern country, up to date in its 
way of living, and yet bound with ancient traditions 
which enrich rather than hamper the progress without 
which no nation can survive. Small wonder, then, that 
the rebuilding of the House of Commons should awake 
deeper emotions than those the Town Council feels 
when deciding the fate of new Municipal Chambers. Not 
only is this ancient institution a most important part 
of British life, it is the Mother of Parliaments for which 
there is no outside model to which we can look as 
something better deserving imitation. The situa- 
tion is, in fact, unique among the many cases 
in which the problem of dealing with war damage 
to historical buildings has arisen within the past 
few years. 

In the normal case, if indeed we can refer to any of 
these cases as ‘‘ normal,’ we have never hesitated to 
deprecate restoring the form of ancient history without 
its spirit, but in the present instance we cannot feel the 
same certainty. This is a case where the client must 
have particular voice, and the client is not so much 
the elector as the Parliamentarian, than whom there 
is none more informed and experienced than Mr. 
Churchill. And he has declared himself with no uncer- 
tain voice for the reconstruction of the Chamber in as 
nearly identical form as possible to that which has been 
destroyed by the arch-enemy of parliamentary govern- 
ment. In this there is no doubt that sentiment plays 
a very big part, and, we suggest, without standing in 
direct opposition, a somewhat dangerous part. Senti- 
ment has a way of playing the oddest tricks with reason- 
able beings, and we need to be well on our guard when 
it is deeply stirred within us. 


Turning to the mechanics of the problem, the first 
point that arises is the oblong shape.of the building, 
and we feel that there is much more in the Prime 
Minister’s desire to retain this form than mere con- 
venience, audibility, and sanitation. Many new council 
chambers have been built in semi-circular form, and 
most have had their seats grouped in an arc around the 
Chair; and we might conclude from this that modern 
opinion has become set upon this form as the appropriate 
grouping for a body of men meeting in council, and in 
many cases we should be right. But we look in vain for 
a precedent among the local authorities, whose members 
are so much more easily accommodated. The peculiar 
form of Party government which this country has so 
successfully practised seems to dictate the same oblong 
plan which was there before the disaster and has become 
so associated with the life of Parliament as to make one 
wonder at times whether the House was made to fit the 
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assembly, or whether the assembly has fitted itself to 
the House. 

As to the question of size, which is, of course, a 
decisive question, because any great alteration in 
dimension would demand a new site, it is not, perhaps, 
generally realised that the House does not offer a seat 
for every Member, and that it is only the system of 
pairing, with occasional overcrowding, that has _ per- 
mitted the Chamber to serve its purpose. At first sight 
this seems to be so illogical that the inclination would 
be to take this opportunity of removing an anomaly. 
But there again the voice of the client must be heard. 
A Chamber designed to meet the peak load, he tells us, 
will be an uncomfortable place in which to conduct 
normal proceedings. The House is, in fact, so seldom 
in full strength, and so seldom is it necessary for every 
Member to attend to State routine that we should risk a 
loss of the atmosphere on which our Party system has 
developed and thrived if the shape of the Chamber were 
changed. We are bound to heed this convinced opinion 
from so distinguished a Parliamentarian as the Prime 
Minister. 

If we are thus convinced that shape and size need no 
drastic alteration, the question of site becomes less 
open than it otherwise would be. One lone opinion has 
demanded an open site in suburban parkland, but we 
feel there will be few who would favour a position for the 
centre of government other than in the centre of the 
Metropolis. We can see no objections to Westminster 
as a site ; in fact, we can think of no better site than this 
fine riverside position with its accessibility, its ancient 
associations and largely intact buildings. The case for 
rebuilding the Chamber on the present site, in its old 
size, and largely in its old form, appears to be over- 
whelming, and this part of the problem which the Select 
Committee has to explore need involve little argument. 

But when we come to the architectural treatment of 
the newly rebuilt Chamber we find more complexities. 
We cannot feel quite satisfied at the thought of modern 
craftsmen painfully reproducing the panelling and 
carving of a period in which the certainty of craftsman- 
ship was beginning to waver. Nor can we feel content 
that Press and Visitors should continue to suffer gross 
inconvenience when opportunity arises to improve the 
accommodation. Nor are we convinced that in- 
audibility is an inevitable part of a preconceived shape 
and size. If sentiment means all this, it will have in 
some measure to be disregarded. 

We feel, therefore, that the architect of to-day must 
not be over-hampered in this urgent and important task, 
and that more reliance must be placed upon him to 
contrive to catch something of the ancient tradition 
and atmosphere of the place without making of it an 
indifferent museum piece, false in its dating and un- 
satisfactory in its function. No doubt the Royal Fine 
Art Commission will be called upon to guide the Select 
Committee, and we trust that even broader references 
to the architectural point of view will also be made 
before we are committed to the wrong thing in the 
right place. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Rebuilding the Commons. 

Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
writes : Thursday, October 28, 1943, will 
go down to history as a landmark in the 
forward march of British democracy. On 
that day Mr. CuuRcHILL, rising from the 
Treasury bench in the ‘‘ gilded ”” Chamber 
formerly occupied by the members of the 
House of Lords, moved that a Select Com- 
mittee be appointed to consider and report 
on plans for the rebuilding of the House of 
Commons and on ‘such alterations as 
may be considered desirable while pre- 
serving all its essential features.’’ Few 
who heard the Prime Minister’s speech 
will ever forget it. Masterly in style, 
happy in delivery, and unerring in wis- 
dom, Mr. Churchill once again showed 
himself to be our greatest living Parlia- 
mentarian. He had the House completely 
with him when he declared that the 
Commons was much more than a machine : 
it had captured and held the imagination 
and respect of the British nation. ' 

The three Members who voted against 
the motion did so largely on the ground 
that the present was an inopportune time 
to rebuild; they counselled further delay. 
But the House as a whole did not take this 


view. No fewer than 127 voted for the. 


motion, and the Select, Committee will now 
be able to get to work as soon as its 
membership has been settled. It is nearly 
two and a half years since the great blitz 
on the night of May 10, 1941, destroyed 
the old Chamber. Now, by a great act of 
faith, the free Commons have courageously 
decided to prepare plans for rebuilding, on 
the old foundations and inside the 
shattered walls, a new Chamber, 
enshrining all the great traditions of 
Britain’s past, and embodying, in addition, 
the needed improvements of our modern 
age. 


New Building Technique. 

Since the series of lectures organised 
recently by the Westminster branch of the 
Association of Building Technicians, many 
requests have been received for further 
talks on ‘‘New Building Technique.” 
The branch has therefore much pleasure 
in announcing a further series of four 
expert lectures to be given at 6.50 p.m. 
on the following Fridays, at the Alliance 
Hall, Palmer-street, Westminster, S.W.1 : 

‘November 5.—‘‘ Building Plant and 
Machinery.” 

November 12.—‘‘ Aluminium and the 
Light Alloys.” 

November 19.—‘‘ Governmental Work 
on New Building Techniques.” 

November 26.—‘‘Some Problems of 
Prefabrication.”’ 

The enrolment fee is 5s. for the series, 
or 2s. for single lectures. Application 
should be made to the Branch Secretary, 
David Morrison, 3a, Heathway-court, 
Finchley-road, N.W.3. 


Chadwick Prize Essays. 

Tue Chadwick Trustees recently offered 
three prizes for the three best essays on 
architectural engineering and administra- 
tive principles (relative to sanitation and 
hygiene) which should be observed in the 
replanning arrangements of war-devastated 
towns or areas. The Trustees have now 
awarded the prizes as follows :—First 
Prize (£100): A. F. Russell, A.R.I.B.A., 
Wilston-court, 8S.W.6; Second Prize (£50) : 
John Brierley, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., F.G.S., 
Chief Engineering Assistant, Borough of 
Sutton and Cheam, Surrey; and Third 
Prize (£25): John Marriott, A.M.Inst.M. 
& Cy.E., A.M.Inst.P.C., M.R.San.I., 
Deputy Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector, 
Wetherby Rural District Council. 
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Lecture on Architects’ Registration. 
A LecTuRE on the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Acts, 1931-38, will be given at 29, 


Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C.2, on 


Saturday, November 20, by Mr. Walter 
O. Hudson (member of the Architects’ 
Registration Council). The lecture, which 
begins at 2.15 p.m., is open free to all 
architects by ticket from the Secretary of 
the Institute of Registered Architects, 47, 
Victoria-street, S W.1. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


NORTHAMPTON RURAL HOUSING. 

At the request of Mr. Darcy Braddell, 
F.R.I.B.A., the assessor in this competi- 
tion, we give below answers to questions 
which he has received from a number of 
competitors. 

1. Q. Total floor area not to éxceed 1,000 
superficial feet. What exactly does 
this mean? 

A. The intention is that this is to 
refer to the total area of each cottage 
which is to be measured exclusive of space 
occupied by external walls and internal 
partitions. 

2. Q. If “fuel,” etc., is placed under 
the main roof and not in one of the 
outbuildings, may its floor area be ex- 
cluded from the 1,000 superficial feet? 

A, Yes. i 

5. Q. May the scullery or wash-house be 
placed among the one-storey build- 
ings? 

A. No hard and fast ruling is made. 
The conditions of this competition were 
drawn up with the deliberate intention of 
giving competitors as free a hand as pos- 
sible, but their attention is. drawn to the 
implications contained in the first para- 
graph of the conditions headed ‘‘Object,”’ 
wherein it is stated that the prevailing 
standards of comfort, space and seemliness 
shall be sensibly but in no way extrava- 
gantly raised. 

4. Q. Is the site to be assumed North 

or South of the East and West road? 

A. This is left entirely to the discretion 
of the competitors. 

5. Q. What are the building facilities of 

the county ? 

A. It is expected that intending com- 
petitors make their own inquiries. 

6. Q. May a competitor submit more than 

one scheme? 

A. Yes: 

7. :Q. In view of the shortage and diffi- 
culty of obtaining suitable packing 
materials, may drawings be submitted 
rolled ? 

A. Yes, if the competitors choose to 

take the risk. 


November 5 1943 


HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 
OF DEFINITE LIMITED LIFE 


R.1.B.A. REPORT. 

At the request of the Sub-committee of 
the Central Housing Advisory Committee 
of the Ministry of Health, the R.I.B.A. 
has —— a Memorandum on this sub- 
ject. After considering the question in 
its various aspects the Royal Institute has 
come to the following conclusions :— 

(a2) While recognising the difficulties 
arising from oper of housing and the 
urgency of the problem, the Royal Insti- 
tute is unable to recommend short-life 
housing as an adequate solution of the 
housing problem. 

(b2) While recognising that there may 
be shortages of materials of traditionat 
kinds after the war, the Royal Institute 
is opposed to substitution for them of 
unproved materials. 

(c2) The Royal Institute is opposed to 
the creation of a body of men unskilled in 
any craft beyond the assembly of ready- 
made buildings. It is in favour of the 
creation of an increased force of skilled 
labour through apprenticeship and train- 
ing, and is of the opinion that such a 
force could be obtained in a limited num- 
ber of years. 

(d2) The Royal Institute is of the 
opinion that only a long view of housing 
could be acceptable. That codes of build- 
ing bye-laws should not be relaxed for 
the sake of speed or cheapness at the 
expense of quality in either building 
materials or construction. 

(e2) The Royal Institute recognises that 
there is a place for a limited application 
of standardisation and prefabrication and 
the advisability of converting war fac- 
tories to peace-time uses. It is not in 
favour of diverting these factories indis- 
criminately to the production of either 
ready made buildings or building materials, 
especially to goods or construction of un- 
tried quality or value. It ig in favour, 
to a limited extent, of discriminate mass 
production provided good design and 
quality are integral parts of the goods 
produced. The Royal Institute is not in 
favour of these factories being assisted 
to force their goods on the public, or in 
any way to limit the freedom of choice 
and the exercise of judgment by the 
public. 


From The Builder of 1843 
Saturday, November 4, 1843. Price 3d. 

Tue New Royat Excuancr. The last 
stone of the tower of this magnificent 
building [Tite’s] was set by the contrac- 
tor on Tuesday last, on which occasion 
all the workmen were entertained, and 
some bottles of champagne were drunk 
at the top of the scaffold in honour of the 
completion . . . The first brick of this 
structure was laid in January, 1841, and 
the contractors say they do not recollect 
any public building of the same sub- 
stantial character having been erected in 
a period so apparently unequal to its 
extent . . . The committee are of the 
opinion that the effect of the building 
will be equal to that of any public edifice 
in Europe. 


Redevelopment Plans for Dun Laoghaire. 

A scheme costing £1,790,000, and em- 
bracing housing development and con- 
struction schemes, main drainage, water 
distribution, road improvement and 
amenity schemes which would include 
bathing establishments, improved open 
sea bathing facilities, parks and’ recrea- 
tion grounds for Dun Laoghaire Borough, 
has been placed before the Borough Cor- 
poration. The estimated cost of the 


housing is £700,000. 
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REBUILDING THE HOUSE OF 
MR. CHURCHILL’S SPEECH AND THE DEBATE 


In the House of Commons on October 28 
Mr. CuurcHint moved: That a Select 
Committee be appointed to consider and 
report upon plans for the rebuilding of the 
House of Commons and upon such altera- 
tions as may be considered desirable while 
preserving all its essential features. 

Tue Prime Minister said : On the night 
of May 10, 1941, with one of the last 
bombs of the last serious raid, our House 
.of Commons was destroyed by the violence 
‘of the enemy, and we have now to con- 
sider whether we should build it up again, 
and how, and when. We shape our build- 
ings, and afterwards our buildings shape 
us. Having dwelt and served for more 
than 40 years in the late Chamber, and 
having derived very great pleasure and 
advantage therefrom, I naturally would 
like to see it restored in all essentials to 
its old form, convenience and dignity, and 
I believe that would be the opinion of the 
great majority of its members. It is cer- 
tainly the opinion of His Majesty’s 
Government, and we propose to support 
this resolution to the best of our ability. 

There are two main characteristics of 
the House of Commons which will com- 
mand the approval and the support of re- 
flective and experienced members. They 
will, I have no doubt, sound odd to 
Doe ears. The first is that its shape 
should be oblong and not semi-circular. 
Here is a very potent factor in our poli- 
tical life. The semi-circular assembly, 
which appeals to political theorists, enables 
every individual or every group to move 
round the centre, adopting the various 
shades of pink according as the weather 
changes, (Cheers and laughter.) But I 
am a convinced supporter of the Party 
system in preference to the group system. 
I have seen many earnest and ardent Par- 
liaments destroyed by the group system. 
The Party system is much favoured by the 
oblong form of the Chamber. It is easy 
for an individual to move through those 
insensible gradations from left to right, 
but the act of crossing the floor is one 
which requires serious consideration. I 
am well informed on this matter—(loud 
laughter)—because I have accomplished 
that difficult process not only once but 
twice. 

Logic is a poor guide compared with 
custom. Logic, which has created in so 
many countries semi-circular assemblies, 
and which have buildings which give 
every member not only a seat to sit in but 
often a desk to write at, with a lid to 
bang, has proved fatal to Parliamentary 
Government as we know it here in its 
home and in the land of its birth. 

The second characteristic of a Chamber 
formed on the line of the House of Com- 
mons is that it should not be big enough 
to contain all its members at once without 
overcrowding, and that there should be no 
question of every member having a separ- 
ate seat reserved for him. The reason of 
this has long been a puzzle to uninstructed 
outsiders, and has frequently excited the 
curiosity and even the criticism of new 
members. Yet it is not so difficult to 
understand if you look at it from a prac- 
tical point of view. If the House is big 
enough to contain all its members, nine- 
tenths of its debates will be conducted in 
the depressing atmosphere of an almost 
empty or half-empty Chamber. The 
essence of good House of Commons speak- 
ing is the conversational style, with the 
facility for quick informal interruptions 
and interchanges. Harangues from a 
zostrum would be a bad substitute for our 
conversational style, in which so much of 


our business is done. The conversational 
style requires a fairly small space, and 
there should be on great occasions a sense 
of crowd and urgency; there should be a 
sense of the importance of much that is 
said and a sense that great matters are 
being decided there and then by the House. 

The question of division again relates 
very directly to the structure of the House 
of Commons. We must look forward to 

eriods when divisions will be much more 
requent than they are now. Many of us 
have seen 20 to 30 in a single Parliamen- 
tary sitting, and in the lobbies of the 
Chamber which Hitler shattered we had 
facilities and conveniences far exceeding 
those which we are able to enjoy in this 
lordly abode. I am therefore proposing 
in the name of His Majesty’s Government 
that we should decide to rebuild the 
House of Commons on its old foundations, 
which are intact, and in principle within 
its own dimensions, and that we should 
utilise, so far as possible, its shattered 
walls. That is also the most cheap and 
expeditious method which we could pursue 
to provide ourselves with a habitation. 

I now come to some of the more prac- 
tical issues which are involved. It is said 
that we should wait until the end of the 
war. Certainly we must do nothing which 
appreciably detracts from the war effort, 
but what we have to do in the first in- 
stance is to make up our minds and have 
a plan and have the preliminary work and 
survey effectively done so that at the end 
of the war, if not earlier, we can start 
without delay and build ourselves a House 
again. All this will be a matter for the 
Committee, which will certainly have more 
than 15 members of the House, represen- 
tative of the different Parties and different 
points of view. 

I am, however, not entirely convinced 
that it may not be found possible to make 
definite progress with this work even dur- 
ing the course of the war. The First 
Commissioner of Works has submitted a 
scheme which will enable the old House 
of Commons to be reconstructed with cer- 
tain desirable improvements and moderni- 
sations affecting ventilation, lavatories, 
accommodation for the Press, the ladies’ 

allery, and other permanent features. 
This scheme would take only 18 months, 
but it would be prudent, I think—and 
those concerned with building houses 
would, I think, feel that it would be pru- 
dent—to double that period because every- 
thing must be fitted into the war needs, 
and also because it is the habit of archi- 
tects and builders usually to be more san- 
guine when putting forward their plans 
than is subsequently found to be justified 
by the actual facts. The last House of 


COMING EVENTS 


Friday, November 5. 

Association oF Buitpine TEcHNiciaNs. First 
Lecture of School of New Building Technique. 
Mr. W. G. Roper on “ Building Plant and 
Materials.” Alliance Hall, Palmer-street, S.W.1. 
6.30 ° 


p.m. 
Tuesday, November 9. 
A.A. Mr. Marc Peter, A.I.A., on ‘ Develop- 
ments in American Small House Construction.” 
36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


Thursday, November 11. 

PLannina_ _INSTITUTE. Presidential 
Address by Mr. W. Dobson Chapman. Essex 
Hall, Essex-street, S.W.1._ 2.30 p.m. ‘ 

Caapwick Trust. Mr. J. H. Forshaw delivers 
the “ Bossom Gift Lecture’’ on “ Town_ Plan- 
ning and Health.” 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, 8.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Town AND CouNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Address by Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis. 
— 8.W.1. 1.30 p.m. (preceded by 
unch), 
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COMMONS 


Commons, the one which was set up after 
the fire of 1834, was promised in six years, 
and actually took 27 years. 

And so when I speak of rebuilding the 
House of Commons in 18 months it is, of 
course, without panelling or carving, which 
can be added as the years pass by. It is 
simply a Chamber for us to dwell in and 


_ conduct our business as we require to do. 


The timber must be set aside now if it 
is to be properly seasoned. The Clipsham 
Quarry from which the stone is procured 
for the maintenance and replacement of 
the Houses of Parliament is temporarily 
closed and will have to be reopened. We 
must then consider very carefully the 
strain upon our labour resources. 


The First Commissioner informs me that 
for the first six months after the plan has 
been started, after the word ‘‘Go”’ has 
been given, only 46 quarrymen and demo- 
lition men will be required, of whom half 
will be over 40 years of age and the other 
half over 50 years of age. In the second 
six months 185 men would be required 
over 40 and an equal number over 50. Of 
those over 50, 60 would be masons whose 
trade is so little worked at the present 
time. In the third six months—and we 
shall be getting on by then—we shall re- 
quire 170 men, not additional, over 40, and 
an equal number over 50. The 170 men 
over 50 would come from the building 
trade, and the 170 men over 40 and under 
50 would come from the engineering trade. 
That last is a much more serious considera- 
tion, but there is no need even when the 
whole scheme is approved and the work 
has begun to commit ourselves to the rate 
of reconstruction. We can fit it in as a 
stand-by job. It might well be that in a 
year’s time when we require men from 
the engineering trade our affairs might be 
in such a posture that we shall be looking 
for jobs rather than men. I am to-day 
only expressing the views of the Govern- 
ment, but if the House sets up the Com- 
mittee and in a few months’ time the 
Committee gives us its report, we shall be 
able to take a decision altogether on the 
whole matter, and not be caught at a dis- 
advantage in what must inevitably be a 
time of particular stress at the end of the 
war from a Parliamentary point of view. 


The Debate. 
Mr. GREENWOOD said there were im- 
provements that obviously could be 
made in all kinds of ways. He believed 
that their assembly after the war would 
be a focus for people from all parts of 
the world. He was quite certain that the 
great newspapers of the world would come 
to be more strongly represented in the 
galleries. And if they could somehow or 
other improve the ventilation that would 
be good. If they could modernise the 
building without altering its historic 
character and make better provision for 
the public and the Press, that would be 
to the good. : 
Mr. Maxton said that he would like 
to see premises built on a fine site in 
good English parkland, as near to Lon- 
don as the kind of land could be got, 
possibly some 20 miles out. There he 
would put up the finest building that 
British architecture could devise, created 
for the purpose that they all had in mind 
of Britain playing a primary part in 
world politics. The Select Committee 
should have the opportunity of consider- 
ing alternative proposals. 
Rear-ADMIRAL BeaMIsH hoped that 
special care would be given to the acous- 
tics of the new building. ; 
Mr. W. G. Hatt urged that the public 
galleries should be adequate to accommo- 
date those who wished to listen to de- 
bates. ° 
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Viscountess Astor thought that in his 

lans for the new ‘House the Prime 
Minister was looking backwards instead 
of forwards. Just as dwelling-houses had 
been completely changed in structure, so, 
too, would public buildings change. It 
might be better to have a circular House, 
and, in any case, the terms of reference 
should be wider. 

Mr. TINKER moved the rejection of the 
motion, which he described as inoppor- 
tune. It would give an unfortunate im- 
pression in the country if labour and 
material were used for this purpose when 


they were refused for building houses for- 


the people who had been bombed out. 

Mr. PeTHERICK said that Mr. Maxton’s 
suggestion that they should have a sort of 
Potter’s Bar Canberra, attractive as it 
might sound, would be difficult to carry 
out, quite apart from the consideration 
of tradition and transport facilities which 
would be involved. Westminster was the 
eats for the House of Commons. He 

oped the Select Committee would make 
every effort to see that the plans for the 
new Chamber conformed to the architec- 
tural features of the Palace of West- 
minster as a whole. There was one 
amenity which the House of Commons 
had greatly lacked in the past—namely, 
private rooms in which members could 
work and keep their papers as well as 
interview visitors. 

Mr. Hanna said that the new Cham- 
ber might be made admirably to harmon- 
ise with the rest of the building. There 
was no Chamber in the world that could 
be taken as a model, but he suggested 
that there should be something of the 
spirit of Vintners’ Hall, which was one 
of Wren’s great masterpieces of a classic 
interior. He hoped that the Committee 
would ask for competitive designs for the 
new House, leaving perfect freedom for 
the character and style. In view of the 
universal housing shortage, he made an 
earnest appeal that until the housing 
needs of the nation had been met, the 
House of Commons should continue to 
sit where it was sitting at present. That 
would be a magnificent gesture. 

_Mr. McENTEE said he favoured the old 
site, and expressed the hope that in 
the reconstruction of the building the 
lobbies would be more on the lines of the 
cloisters . downstairs than on_ their 
original lines. It was desirable that they 
should build the new building higher 
and provide accommodation for the 
members above the Chamber. 

_Str A. Beit disapproved of the sugges- 
tion that additional accommodation 
should be made available above the re- 
built Chamber. If that were done, there 
would be no daylight whatever in the 
new building. It was not clear to him 
what exactly was meant by “ preserving 
all essential features.” They should cer- 
tainly not be tfed down to reproducing 
in faithful detail the decoration and 
architecture of the Chamber destroyed 
two years ago. 

CoLoneL Guest thought that the old 
Chamber was too small, and hoped that 
the Select Committee would. not be 
limited to the existing four walls. 

CaPTAIN CUNNINGHAM-REID said that 
this was a great opportunity to instal in 
the new Chamber a more expeditious way 
of voting. 

EARL WINTERTON suggested that there 
should be added to the resolution the 
words “and report what changes, if any, 
are possible and desirable in the re- 
arrangement of the rest of the Palace of 
Westminster allocated to this House, 
with a view to the greater convenience of 
hon. members.” 

Mr. MartHers hoped that the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of pounds had 
been expended in recent years on repair- 
ing the Palace of Westminster because of 
the effect of the London climate on the 
stone used would be borne in mind in 
selecting the stone for the new Chamber. 

The amendment was negatived by 127 
votes to three; Government majority, 124. 
The motion to set up the Select Com- 
mittee was then agreed to. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Housing and Finance. 
To tHe Epriror or The Builder. 


Sm,—The implication of Mr. Bernard 
Bubb’s letter ig that money to finance 
building and industry is and can be 
derived only from savings. That is not 
correct. Take, for instance, the National 
Debt, which now amounts to about 
fourteen thousand million pounds. A part 
of this astronomical sum is due to the 
genuine savings of the people, but the 
majority is derived from credit created by 
the banking system out of nothing. It is 
only reasonable, therefore, that the power 
of credit creation should be taken from 
the banks and that the State should issue 
its own credit as and when required. This 
credit is due to the increment, of associa- 
tion of the individuals in a State, and 
therefore should belong to the people. 

In his remarks on taxation Mr. Bubb 
implies that A must sacrifice jam on his 
bread and butter in order that B may 
have a house, To be fair, this is true at 
the present time, but only because we 
have full employment and are making a 
free present of three-quarters of our pro- 


ductive capacity to the enemy. However,’ 


in times of peace to suggest that the jam 
manufacturer should be put, out of work 
in order to provide houses while there is a 
single worker unemployed is nonsense, and 
the action of taxation would result only in 
a general reduction of the standard of 
living. 

Let us see how the principles of Social 
Credit would be applied to the building 
industry. The State would set aside an 
appropriate part of the nation’s credit for 
the Building Department. This depart- 
ment would then arrange for houses, etc., 
to be built through the ordinary channels. 
As the houses were finished the credit 
would be cancelled according to the value 
of the finished work until the programme 
was completed, when the credit would be 
entirely eliminated. The State would then 
have a capital asset of so many houses, 
etc., which could be sold or let to prospec- 
tive occupiers. The income so derived 
would be available to repay the National 
Debt to those who had made genuine 
savings, and when repayment was com- 
pleted would provide dividends for the 
people. 

It is important to note that the original 
credit would not be repaid. To repay the 
original credit would mean that we would 
have to labour twice for the same end, 
once to build the houses, and a second 
time to repay what is in effect a mere 
book-keeping entry. It will no doubt be 
suggested the houses are thus obtained 
for nothing. This -is not so; they are ob- 
tained by the labour of those who build 
them. 

When our fighting men return from 
battle they will want houses to live in. 
Are we going to let the witch-doctors of 
orthodox finance bar the way to their 
happiness? C. G. KitcHEner. 

21, Eton-avenue, East Barnet. 


M.o.H. Scheme for Repair of Houses. 
To THe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sm,—The Ministry of Health Circular 
to Local Authorities on the repair of 
houses is of interest to estate agents and 
others legally liable for the condition of 
properties. 

It may be practicable to ask for labour 
for large jobs, notify when the job is 
finished and release the men for other 
work, but loss of time will become involved 
in transit. How will this system operate 
in regard to the very large number of 
small jobs which arise from maintenance? 

If no work of any description may be 


November 5 1943 


commenced without certification by Local 
Authorities, what is to happen to the 
minor jobs daily called for? Assuming 
that certain jobs may be carried out with- 
out specific authority, the retention of 
maintenance staffs would appear to be 
essential. 

If the decision as to War Damage rests 
with the Councils, property owners may be 
placed at a disadvantage. Accounts from 
Councils are often rendered a long time 
after execution of work. Would it not be 
possible for the owner or agent to be noti- 
fied as to cost before work is commenced? 

If Councils continue to issue Certificates 
of Disrepair in regard to houses which are 
in fair condition having regard to war 
conditions, or if owners have not the men 
available to execute work to enable the 
certificate to be discharged, it will not be 
possible to meet even the definite out- 
goings. : 

Before the call-up and transfer of main- 
tenance men, thousands of houses were 
reconditioned, thus providing _ additional 
living accommodation. It is to be 
regretted that this work, carried ont by 
the small jobbing builder, was not allowed 
to continue. 

Estate agents and owners should be per- 
mitted to retain non-mobile men for essen- 
tial jobbing work to the extent of their 
holdings. If these men are not protected 
they might be transferred to contractors 
employed by Local - Authorities. The 
owner or agent may lose his men, be 
unable to comply with notices and tenants 
reasonable requirements, render himself 
liable to an action, through circumstances 
over which he has no control, and probably 
be called upon to pay a: considerably 
higher figure for the work than would be 
the case if he had been permitted to 
retain his maintenance staff. ; 

What is to happen in regard to mainten- 
ance men living on an estate and _respon- 
sible for urgent jobs to several hundred 
houses? These men cannot be replaced, 
for possession of their houses cannot be 
obtained. Sypnpy A. Naytor. 

London, W.1. 

Housing Bikes and Prams 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm.—Members of local authorities who 
read The Builder may care to have before 
them the experience of two successful 
housing efforts when‘ they come to apply 
the policy of the Ministry of Health to 
include in all new houses, as suggested to 
them by this Committee, space for one or 
more bicycles and a “‘ pram.” 

The Church Army tell us that they have 
already got lock-up sheds for this purpose 
in all block dwellings where there is no 
private garden. Some schemes have one 
shed per tenant at 3d. a week: in others 
the demand is met by two or three sheds 
fewer than the number of houses. The 
Guinness Trust have found that not fewer 
than two sheds are needed for every three 
dwellings. The tenant pays from 1d. to 
3d. ner week according to size of shed. 

‘We have found during our long ex- 
perience,’ the Trust informs us, “ that 
they are very much appreciated by 
tenants, and if we were building again 
to-day we should consider that the provi- 
sion of such sheds was as much a necessity 
as, for examnle, bathrooms or a kitchen.” 

G. Hernert Stancer, 
Cyclists’ Touring Club. 
A. J. BALLANTYNE, 
National Association of 
Cycle Traders. 
A. P. CHAMBERLIN, 
National Cyclists’ Union. 
§. A. Morrram, 
National Clarion Cycle Club. 
H. R. Warttrne, 
National Committee of Cycling. 
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THE LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
LUNCHEON TO THE LORD MAYOR 


Tue Lorp Mayor (Sir Samuel Joseph, 
F.I.0.B.) and Lady Mayoress were the 
guests of honour at a luncheon given by 
the Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association at the Savoy Hotel on Friday 
last. Mr. H. C. Harland, F.1.0.B. (Presi- 
dent), was in the chair, and the guests in- 
cluded the Sheriffs (Alderman and Sheriff 
Bracewell Smith, M.P., and Sheriff Ger- 
vase E, Wood), Sir Andrew Duncan 
(Minister of Supply), Mr. A. V. Alexander 
(First Lord of the Admiralty), Mr. W. S. 
Morrison (Minister of Town and Country 
Planning), Lord Portal (Minister of 
Works), and Mr, George Hicks (Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Works), in 
addition to a representative gathering of 
the building industry, including Sir Hugh 
Beaver, Mr. R. Coppock, Professor Patrick 
Abercrombie, Sir Clement Hindley, and 
Sir J. Walker Smith. 

THe Presment, after welcoming the 
Lord Mayor as a builder and a member of 
the Association, proceeded to review the 
achievements of the building industry 
during the war. He referred to the work 
which the L.M.B.A. and the Civil Engin- 
eering Contractors had done at the express 
instructions of the Government in prepar- 
ing the East and South Coasts against in- 
vasion. ‘‘ The value of the work done in 
those critical days,’’ said the speaker, 
“‘will no doubt be recognised at the 
proper time by the Prime Minister, him- 


Mr. George Hicks. 


self a builder and a member of that im- 
portant craft—the bricklayers.”’ 

Mr. Harland then took the company on 
an imaginary journey round the various 
Government Departments—the Admiralty ; 
the War Office; the Air Ministry, ‘ of 
which it is literally true that every fighter 
and bomber which takes the air does so 
from an aerodrome made by the British 
builder’’; the Ministry of Supply; and 
the Ministry of Works.  ‘‘ Not all the 
jobs have been big jobs; we have done 
many little jobs as well, and it is largely 
those little jobs, organised, many of them, 
by the Ministry of Works in association 
with the L.M.B.A. and the National 
Federation, which have kept so many of 
the smaller builders from passing out 
altogether. The small man has at least 
this consolation. Just as in war he goes 
out more quickly than his bigger brother, 
so with the return of peace he comes back 
more quickly, and I am satisfied that very 
soon there will be ample scope for the 
small builder to re-establish himself as the 
vital link, which indeed he is, between 
the householder and the comfort which he 
is at present denied.”’ 

All were looking forward to the work 
which all hoped the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning would plan, ‘‘ and plan 
quickly, so that when the war ends there 
will be no unnecessary delay in our start- 
ing on that great rebuilding programme. 


Mr. J. 8S. Galbraith. The Lord Mayor. The Lady Mayoress. The President, 


Mr, W. 8S, Morrison, 


For the next year, it may be, maintenance 
work will keep us fully occupied. That,” 
concluded Mr. Harland, ‘‘ will enable us, 
as the military phrase is, to regroup our 
forces and prepare for the next advance.’’ 


The Lord Mayor’s Speech. 

THe Lorp Mayor, responding, said 
that he regarded the Council’s invitation 
and generous reception as a symbol of 
good fellowship both towards the office he 
held and towards a brother builder. Re- 
cords showed that only three previous 
Lord Mayors of London had been buildin 
contractors. They were John Burnel 
(1787-8), William Cubitt (1858-9), and Sir 

. Clark Lawrence (1869-70). Burnell 
started as a bricklayer’s labourer. He 
became very rich but excessively mean. 
The “‘ City Bicecaek ” related that when 
told his son had fallen off a ladder and 
killed himself, Burnell’s first question was 
“Ts the ladder all right?” . William 
Cubitt was the younger brother of, Thomas 
Cubitt, the builder of South Belgravia. 
He was re-elected to the Mayoralty at the 
close of his first year of office. Such re- 
election was very rare and apparently 
meant there was no Alderman with the 
necessary qualification in the running. It 
was the more surprising in view of the 
late Lord Hewart’s remark that the Lord 
Mayor provided the only instance he knew 
of a man sentencing himself fo 12 months’ 
hard labour and adding a fine of £12,000 
on top! The third was Sir J. Clark Law- 
rence in 1869, a Member of Parliament, 


Ald, & Sheriff Bracewell Smith. 














Mr, R, Coppock. 








Mr, W. J. Rudderham. 


SOME CELEBRITIES AT THE L.M.B.A. LUNCHEON. 


Lord Portal, 


Sir Andrew Dunean, 
Mr, A, V. Alexander (below). 
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who was President of the Institute of 
Builders’ foundation society. 

‘‘ Our beloved City has suffered badly, 
but never before, even after the Great 
Fire of London, has such opportunity been 
given us to build afresh. Nothing shoddy, 
small or unimpressive should be permitted 
to mar its future beauty or importance. 
Let not the fear of expense halt us in 
St Throughout history 
money invariably lessened in value, 
and ‘capital expense, which may look ex- 
cessive one day, is easily met thereafter. 
With ‘this in mind, does it really matter 
if our replanning costs a few millions more 
or less? ’’ 

It was his privilege to propose the toast 
of ‘* The Building Industry,”’ and he was 
pleased to’ know that Mr. Leslie Wallis, 
the President of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, would be 
responding. Mr. Wallis had done much 
for the benefit of the trade, and_ they 
thanked him most cordially for his good 
efforts. .‘‘ But, like the rest of us,’’ con- 
tinued the Lord Mayor, ‘‘ he can’t cure 
our present malady—shortage of work. 
We strained ourselves and overworked in 
the immediate past, but we are now re- 
freshed. I am sure he will agree with me 
in my diagnosis when as a physician I 
prescribe nourishment. We builders are 
not so skilful as politicians. We cannot 
ply our craft, without materials; they fre- 
quently can. Sometimes the patient col- 
lapses before the medicine arrives. Lord 
Portal, please act as pharmacist as soon 
as circumstances permit! ”’ 

Sir Samuel concluded: ‘‘ Let me be 
philosopher as well as physician. The 
building industry is the pivot of all trades. 
When it is healthy, all is well. Just now 
its pulse beats slowly, but its heart is 
steady and sound. The patient is ready 
and waiting. All that is necessary is 
nourishment.”’ 

Mr. Lestre Watts, _ responding, 
thanked the Lord Mayor, adding that he 
had travelled about considerably but had 
yet to hear from anyone but a builder that 
the industry had done anything for the 
nation. ‘“ We are getting a little thin, 
metaphorically,” he declared, ‘and I 
hope Lord Portal will ‘take action, as he 
has done before, as soon as possible to 
relieve that condition.”’ 

Lorp Portat, in a brief speech, pro- 
osed the toast of ‘‘ The Chairman,’ who 
ad, he said, worked hard for the industry. 

As to Mr. Wallis’s remarks, he was sure 
that the First Lord, the Minister of 
Supply, and Mr. Morrison were fully 
aware of the work done by the industry 
for the nation. 

During the proceedings, the President 
received messages of good wishes to the 


industry from Mr. Lyttelton, Sir James 
Grigg, Mr. Ernest Brown, and Mr. Ernest 
Bevin. Mr. Bevin, in the course of a 


letter, said : ‘‘ I believe that if the build- 
ing industry looks upon the post-war op- 
portunity as a chance to serve the com- 
munity, then a contribution can be made 
to our conditions of living which will be 
of inestimable value to the generations to 
come."’ : 

Foremen’s Provident Institution. 

_The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent a donation of twenty 
guineas © the Provident Institution of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works. 
Mr. H. ©. Harland, president of the 
L.M.B.A., is this year’s president of the 
Institution. 


os : of War Examination. 

‘ neorporated Clerks of Works Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain (ander the 
auspices. of the Red Cross Society) 
tecently held an examination § for 





prisoners of war in Germany and received 
the gratifying response of 74 entries. The 
results have not yet come to hand. 
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PLASTICS AND BUILDING 
STRUCTURAL LIMITATIONS. 


Some interesting comments on the posi- 
bilities for the use of plastics in building 
and structural work were made by Dr. 
R. J. Schaffer, of the pang Research 
Station, at a joint meeting, held some 
time ago, of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, the Plastics Group of the 
Society of Chemical Industry and the In- 
stitute of the Plastics Industry. Dr. 
Schaffer was contributing to a symposium, 
the. other Pringipel speakers being Mr. 
F. S. Snow and Dr. A. Caress. 

Dr. Schaffer said : It is only fair to say 
that it is not the plastics industry that 
has been responsible for the circulation of 
current misconceptions about what plas- 
tics will or will not do. They have arisen 
largely from the publication of ill-con- 
sidered ideas and proposals. The plastics 
industry has recently been at pains to 
counteract these wrong impressions, and 
to ‘bring plastics back into their correct 
perspective. The use of plastics as load- 
bearing materials to take the place of steel 
and wood, bricks or concrete, is one sub- 


ject on which there has been misconception . 


in the minds of the public, For such pur- 
poses the choice of plastics is limited. 
Thermo-plastics soften at quite low tem- 
peratures, and «he risk of collapse in case 
of fire makes it impossible to contemplate 
their use in load-bearing structures. That 
leaves only the thermo-setting plastics for 
consideration. 

Consider first the replacement of mate- 
rials like brick, stone or _ concrete, 
materials which are used in compression 
but not in tension. Building blocks could 
be made with a synthetic resin binder. 
They might conceivably be made at a com- 
petitive price. The important question is 
whether such blocks can offer any real 
advantage in comparison with, say, a 
well-fired brick. We can regard clay as 
being a thermo-setting plastic, though one 
requiring a much higher maturing tem- 
perature than phenolic or urea resins, and 
one not included in the range of plastics 
as the term is understood to-day. In 
effect; to make building blocks with syn- 
thetic resins is to substitute for a natural 
plastic obtainable im abundance from 
natural resources, a synthetic plastic, the 
manufacture of which is dependent on s1- 
plies of coal-tar by-products and on chemi- 
cal syntheses requiring elaborate and costly 
plant. ‘The product would certainly not 
match a good brick in durability. Simi- 
larly, Portland cement is a very useful 
cold-setting plastic for making building 
blocks. Would an organic binder give a 
better product? To use valuable supplies 
of plastics for such purposes seems to be 
more wasteful than useful. 

Turning now to tensile members, plas- 
tics would have to meet requirements 
similar to those now demanded of wood 
and steel in the building bye-laws. A 
member must carry the load with safety 
and without excessive deflection. Here 
plastics are at a disadvantage because 
among the materials so far available the 
modulus of elasticity is disproportionately 
low; a beam of conventional design capable 
of carrying the load is lacking in stiffness, 
and if made sufficiently stiff 
the dimensions is then far stronger than it 
needs to be, and is correspondingly more 
costly. To keep the deflection within the 
limits allowed for wood or steel, a plastics 
I-beam carrying, for example, a distri- 
buted load of 60 Ib. per ft. over a 
12 ft. span would cost at least three to 
four times as much.as steel and at least 
six times as much as wood. The difficulty 
might to some extent be overcome by 
adopting an unconventional shape of 
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(-beam, but the web would then be so 
deep that it would need to be stiffened 
to prevent crumbling. At present it seems 
hardly worth while to -pursue this idea, 
because thermo-setting plastics have the 
further disadvantage that they are lacking 
in ductility of which a modicum is needed 
in structurai materials to smooth out stress 
concentrations and to give timely warning 
of overloading. 

The effect of lack of ductility is strik- 
ingly shown by some experiments on plas- 
tics as reinforcement for concrete made ai 
the Building Research Station,. We found 
that on loading a concrete beam reinforced 
with plastics rods the stress was liable 
to be concentrated in, one rod until it 
broke, throwing the whole load on to an- 
other rod, which broke in its turn. The 
result was that the tensile properties of 
the reinforcement were not fully utilised, 
and the beam tended to break suddenly 
without warning. We concluded that a 
floor reinforced in this way would be dan- 
gerous if it were accidentally overloaded, 
so the experiments were discontinued. In 
time new developments may change the 
position, but for the present plastics 
generally cannot be considered to be emin- 
ently suitable for structural use in build- 
ing. But plywood falls into a different 
category. The advent of synthetic glues, 
which are resistant to moisture and to 
attack by micro-organisms, opens up new 
fields for the use of plywood in building. 
Resin-bonded plywood, though it contains 
more wood than plastics and retains the 
useful properties of wood, owes its ex- 
tended utility to the plastics bonding 
agent. The laminating technique is the 
least wasteful method of utilising timber, 
and resin-bonded plywood has advantages 
over sawn lumber. The developments that 
are already taking place in the structural 
use of laminated wood and in the use of 
glued construction for ‘built-up beams 
promise to be well worth following up. 

The effect of weathering on plastics is 
another aspect on which there has been 
gross misconception in the public mind. 
The idea has got abroad that plastics are 
entirely weather-resistant, and that win- 
dow frames or wall panels would last in- 
definitely out of doors, would retain their 
colour, and would not need painting. There 
have been very few systematic experl- 
ments on the weathering of plastics, but 
all the evidence goes to show that moulded 
and laminated plastics quickly fade and 
lose their gloss, and will in time disinte- 
grate. Improvement in these respects is to 
be expected, but plastics are not at pre- 
sent very suitable for outdoor use. Again, 
resin-bonded plywood promises to be ex- 
ceptional. There has been more experience 
of its use in U.S.A. than in this country, 
but I know of one structure faced with 
unpainted resin-bonded plywood which 
shows no sign of deterioration after five 
years. 

What I have said may have led you to 
think that the outlook for the use of plas- 
tics in building is a gloomy one. On the 
contrary, there are ee uses in which 
plastics have already established a place 
for themselves. These and others offer 
wide scope for useful and _ interesting 
development. Even :f the output of plas- 
tics were considerably increased, there 
would still not be sufficient to build more 
than a small proportion of the houses that 
will be needed after the war, but, used 
inthe right way, they can do much to 
make those houses comfortable, convenient 
and pleasant to live in. It is better that 
the available supplies of plastics should 
be usefully employed for purposes to which 
they are really suited than: that they 
should be wasted in putting them to uses 
that are better served by other materials. 
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HEALTH CENTRES FOR POST-WAR MANCHESTER 


MR. G. NOEL HILL, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., CITY ARCHITECT 
MR. S. BRIERLEY, L.R.I.B.A., AND MR. H. A. JOHNSON, A.R.I.B.A., ASSISTANTS 


THE FIRST CONSTRUCTIVE PROPOSALS RELATING TO POST- 
war reconstruction approved by the Manchester City 
Council provide for the erection of 15 main and 60 
subsidiary Health Centres within the city boundary. 
Preliminary drawings for the main Health Centres have 
been prepared by the City Architect, Mr. G. Noel 
Hill, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., Mr. S. Brierley, L.R.I.B.A., 
Principal Assistant Architect. (Hospitals), and Mr. 
H. A. Johnson, A.R.I.B.A., Assistant Architect 

In arriving at the number of Centres required, the 
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. C. Metcalf Brown, M.D., 
D.P.H., has assumed a normal population for the city 


of 750,000, has divided the area into 15 units each of 
approximately 50,000 persons, and recommends one 
main and four subsidiary Centres to each of the 15 
units. This would ensure the provision of a Health 
Centre within easy reach of every home. The main 
Health Centre would of necessity provide more facili- 
ties than the subsidiary centres, which would be 
smaller and provided with less elaborate equipment. 
No attempt has yet, been made to plan the subsidiary 
centres, as it is felt the 15 main centres should be 
erected first. 

The following is a brief description of the proposed 
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type of building: Sire.—The plan has been prepared without $yu:; 
reference to any specified site, these having not yet been 


selected, but can be readily adapted to any reasonable level site at to r 


having a frontage of approximately 110 yards, and an area of Jiu. 
approximately 2} acres, preferably with a south or south-easterly fi 
aspect. If a comprehensive medical centre is attached to the 
health centre, a further 23 acres will be required, making 
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approximately five acres in all. 

Layout anp Desten.—The layout and design of the building 
are in conformity with modern progressive practice, uniting 
the various medical and surgical functions under one roof, 
whilst at the same time keeping each strictly separate. The 
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SECOND-FLOOR PLAN. 


HEALTH CENTRES 
FOR POST-WAR 
MANCHESTER 


FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. 
Below : 
GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 
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main entrance hall, which is spacious, 
lofty, and well lighted, is entered from 
the main access road through a forecourt 
arranged as a play-space for the children 
attending the centre. Corridors radiate 
from this entrance to all departments on 
the ground floor, and lifts are provided 
to serve the two upper floors. The scheme 
provides accommodation for the following 
medical and surgical units :— 

Ground Floor.—On the main south front 
a maternity and child-welfare section, 
embodying ante- and post-natal clinics, 
milk sales, and dispensary. Three wings 
branch out from this main front : one to 
the south accommodates a day nursery for 
approximately 40 children, one at the east 
and running north accommodates the 
school medical services, whilst a centre 
wing, also running north, accommodates 
a venereal diseases clinic, an isolation 
unit for the temporary isolation of per- 
sons found to be suffering from infec- 
tious diseases, and an accident treatment 
unit, where minor household and street 
accidents would be dealt with; garage 
accommodation is also provided for one 
ambulance and staff cars. A lecture-room 
is arranged on the east front to accom- 
modate approximately 100 persons. Each 
of the wings previously referred to has 
its own separate entrance, with easy 
access corridors to the remaining wings. 

First Floor.—Provision is made on the 
first floor for the following : Dental unit, 
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X-ray unit, Skin department, Orthopzdic 
section, massage and light treatment, 
Pathological laboratory, and Staff dining 
and rest room, together with a kitchen 
conveniently planned for supplying food 
to the day nursery and all dining-rooms. 

Second Floor.—The second floor is 
arranged to accommodate the senior 
Medical Officer, medical records, clerical 
staff, health visitors, district midwives, 
and a medical iibrary. 

GENERAL.—Ample sanitary accommoda- 
tion for staff and patients is available on 
each floor, and the general construction 
of the building will allow of a consider- 
able amount of elasticity for the re- 
arrangement of internal partition walls, 
as changing conditions so demand. 


With a view to facilitating fhe work of 
the various health services it is suggested 
that, wherever practicable, an additional 
site, alongside the proposed health 
centres, should be reserved to accommo- 
date the comprehensive general medical 
services of the city; it is, of course, not 
yet known whether a comprehensive medi- 
cal service will come into being in the 
near future, but should the need arise for 
a@ health centre for such group medical 
practice, it should certainly be linked with 
the municipal health centre. The proposals 
should be looked upon as provisional only, 
to be amended as may be thought fit in 
the light of future events and experience. 


IN A NATIONAL 


PLANNING POLICY 


DISCUSSION ON PAPERS. 

On Friday and Saturday, October 22 
and 23, there assembled a conference in 
the hall of the Royal Empire Society, 
W.C.2, to consider the part that might 
be played by small country towns in a 
national planning policy. Delegates were 
present representing the councils of seven- 
teen rural districts, thirty-four urban dis- 
tricts, thirty-four small boroughs, four 
small county boroughs, two ancient cities, 
and twelve counties. Besides there were 
the representatives of twenty-four associa- 
tions dealing with arts, amenities, etc. 
The conference was convened by the 
Town and Country Planning Association. 
Papers were given in our last issue, and 
we now give a report of the discussion. 

Following Mr. F. J. Osborn’s paper on 
‘‘Country Towns: Their Potentialities 
and Needs,’ Mr. J. Butman (Clerk and 
Solicitor of the Malvern Urban District 
Council) said the country town could offer 
to every man a self-contained dwelling- 
house with a reasonable garden, and all 
that such a life meant to himself, his 
wife, and, above all, his children. The 
distance between home and work was 
short, saving valuable time and the ex- 
pense of fares. In many cases the work- 
man could get home to his midday meal. 
People lived within easy reach of shops, 
recreation facilities, and the local football 
ground. Children had not so far to go to 
school. These amenities and others that 
could be developed would help the worker 
to lead a fuller and more natural life, and 
he would render more efficient service to 
his employer. The advantages offered by 
the country town did not relate only to 
factories. During the war many commer- 
cial undertakings had removed their head- 
quarters from the great cities, and these 
employers would do well to consider the 
advantages and disadvantages of the small 
town before returning to their original 
headquarters. But if country towns were 
to develop on these lines they needed legis- 
lation and perhaps Seincial help. Local 


authorities needed compulsory powers to 
acquire land, also power to erect buildings 
and to sell or lease them for industrial and 
commercial purposes in order that there 
might be such buildings ready to offer to 
firms in need of them. 

ALDERMAN Miss R. G. Roper, J.P. 
(Deputy Mayor of Richmond, Yorks), said 
that she represented a typical English 
country town which wanted to receive 
industries of the right kind. Richmond 
had a great part to play in the future of 
the North Riding if it was not prevented 
by the unbridled ambition of others. Who 
were these others? They were those bodies 
who from the first had shown an appalling 
ignorance of the England existing outside 
the industrial centres, and among them 
were the large cities which feared that any 
extension of the small country town would 
mean financial loss to themselves. These 
should ask themselves: ‘‘ Are we not 
already large enough, if not too large?”’ 
She thought the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association placed too much emphasis 
on the creation of new towns; industry 
should be brought first to existing ones 
which already had the essentials of an 
organised urban life. The reorganisation 
of local government was firmly linked with 
the future of the country towns. 

Mr. Georce R. Butt (Town Clerk of 
Haslingden, Lancs) said country towns 
needed security. They were threatened by 
the proposals of the Association of Muni- 
cipal Corporations for the establishment 
of single all-purpose authorities, by the 
proposals of the County Councils Associa- 
tion which would strip them of their 
powers and many of their functions, and 
by the centralising proposals of various 
Government Departments. The Minister 
of Town and Country Planning had said 
that local authorities should proceed with 
post-war planning on the assumption that 
there would be no change in the existing 
organisation of local government, but the 
Government was proceeding with some of 
its centralising proposals, education among 
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them. Another need of the small indus- 
trial town was population. New industries 
were an essential factor in such an 
increase, Increased population meant large 
housing programmes, for the town had not 
only to house an influx of residents, but 
also to rehouse a large part of the present 
population. If there was to be some de- 
centralisation of population after the war, 
people should be attracted not to new units 
created as satellite suburbs of large towns, 
but to existing small country towns. 
Prorresson A. W. AsHBy reviewed the 
speeches of some of those who had 
preceded him. He said that as to workers 
walking home to their midday meal, the 
reason why many did this was not because 
walking distances were short but because 
no proper arrangements were made for 
transport or catering. He worked in a 
laboratory on the fringe of a town which 
just before the war had had a population 
of nine thousand, and work in his office 
could not reasonably start before 9.15, 
because that was the time of the arrival 
of the only ’bus which passed the gate. 
The workers were allowed an hour and a 
quarter for their midday meal, but even 
then many of them could not spend more 
than from fifteen to twenty minutes with 
their families. Reference had been made 
to the loneliness of life in great towns, 
but in proportion to population there were 
ag many lonely individuals and families in 
small towns as in large. There was no 
small town that did’ not need to improve 
its organisation for cultural work, personal 
association and recreation. As regards the 
dispersal of industry from large to small 
centres, commercial and other offices 
depended for a high proportion of their 
lower-grade workers on single women who 
lived in families mainly supported by male 
earners. If such offices were going into 
the country it would be necessary to pay 
girl workers salaries high enough for them 
to live reasonably and decently in lodgings 
or hostels. An important fact with regard 
to dispersal was that small factories were 
not increasing in numbers at anything like 
the rate of large ones. Small towns asking 
for industrial development should consider 
what size factories they wanted. Those 
employing from fifty to a hundred workers 
were most suitable, and there should be a 
number of these dealing with different 
markets. There was a question as to who 
should provide and control the housing, 
but there was only one sound basis for 
housing development accompanying indus- 
trial development. It was that the houses 
should be provided and controlled by the 
local housing authorities. 
Mr. Georce Wuitcomse (Ripley 
U.D.C.) said that in Derbyshire people 
had watched with dismay the migration 
of industry to the south. When a district 
became derelict the Government did not 
hesitate to pour out money to relieve a 
situation that ought never to have 
occurred, but it was now nearly four years 
since the publication of the Barlow 
Report, and there had been no declaration 
as yet of policy from the Government as 
to their intentions regarding the dispersal 
of industry. 
Industrial Estates in Country Towns. 
The second session of the Conference was 
devoted to the siting, layout, development 
and administration of industrial estates in 
country towns. Mr. G. L. Pepizr, F.S.L, 
P.P.T.P.L, who presided, said they were 
to hear from Mr. R. L. Reiss (Deputy 
Chairman, Welwyn Garden City), who 
would speak on adding industry and popu- 
lation to a country town from overcrowded 
centres. Clearly before any decision could 
be arrived at as to the size or location of 
the industrial estate, there must be a 
careful analysis not only of the town but 





374 


of the region of which it formed part, so 
that we could go to work on the basis of 
fact, knowing that what we were plan- 
ning for could be realised. A second 
point in regard to the location of industry 
was that there should be a careful regard 
to all the other components of the town, 
so that we achieved a balanced community. 
Further, in the country we should probably 
find an ancient centre of historic interest, 
and the plan should cover not only the 
addition thereto of an industrial estate but 
the rearrangement of the old town with 
communications so designed as to deal with 
increased traffic; but when the plan was 
finished and the ancient, town transformed, 
we should be able to feel that it still 


grin its definite character just as it 
done before. 
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In its later sessions the Conference 
debated social amenities and the arts in 
country towns, and the legislation required. 
Proposals were made for following up the 
work of the Conference. Among other 
resolutions the following was passed :— 

That the Conference registers its 
general support of the policy outlined in 
the Executive Statement of the Town and 
Country Planning Association which 
formed the basis of discussion at the Con- 
ference, and urges the Government to make 
an immediate statement that they adopt 
in principle the recommendations of the 
Barlow Report for the decentralisation of 
ndustry and population from the congested 
urban areas, and the recommendations of 
the Scott and Uthwatt Reports arising 
therefrom. 


PREFABRICATION AND HOUSING’ AFTER THE WAR 


HOUSING CENTRE DISCUSSION. 


PREFABRICATION and the part it would 
play in rehousing the people after the war 
was not the subject of a lecture at the 
meeting of the Housing Centre held at 13, 
Suffolk-street, on Tuesday, October 19, but 
it came prominently into the subsequent 
discussion. Mr. G. D. H. Core had as 
his subject “‘ Agencies for Post-War House 
Building,’’ and he treated it chiefly from 
the political and social point of view. 

Mrs. Irene Barciay, who occupied the 
chair, when opening the proceedings ex- 
pressed herself rather despondingly as to 
post-war housing and planning; and Tur 
Lecturer indicated that he also did not feel 
the prospect was bright. The two ques- 
tions to which he addressed himself were 
(1) Who was to pay for the building and 
own the houses; and (2) How was the 
actual work of building to be carried out, 
and with what sort of organisation of the 
build industry. To building societies 
(the operative one excepted) he 
objected, on the ground that it was wrong 
to force people to own their houses, even 
when they could afford to do so and had 
@ reasonable expectation of going on living 
in them; and if people could not afford 
to own their houses, br were not able to 
continue in them for any reason, they 
might be forced to sell, and thereby lose 
whatever savings of their own the house 
represented. After the war there should 
be a public authority which would find 
the money for building, and this authority 
should own the houses. At one time we 
had assumed that we should build new 
towns in country places where war fac- 
tories had been established, wherever these 
sites were suitable. The present areas of 
local authorities would be unsuitable for 
the execution of a number of major pro- 
jects likely to be involved in this, and 
there should be created some authority to 
act for larger areas; but we were told 
on the authority of the Prime Minister 
that there would be no major changes in 
local government. Another matter was 
that when he had tried to find out how 
far the sites of factories built for war 
purposes were suited to be the nuclei of 
new towns, he had found that where such 
sites were suitable, either the Government 
had not made up its mind whether it 
would keep the factory or not, or else the 
factory was already on offer to someone 
who could not make up his mind as to 
the terms. It was impossible to make 
any plans for the utilisation of those fac- 
tories until there was a decision from the 
Government, and that decision could not 
be got. A National Housing Corporation 


should be formed for the mass-production 
of parts required for housing schemes all 
over the country, and there should be a 
National Building Corporation which em- 
ployers and operatives alilie should join; 


the essential idea being that firms attached 
to this corporation should work under a 
code of conditions affecting contracts, em- 
ployment, etc., approved by the Gover 
ment. Priority in the execution of Govern- 
ment and local authorities’ contracts should 
be given to those adopting the code. 


Tue CHarRMAN said Mr. Cole talked as if 


the building industry would continue on 
traditional lines. She had seen the experi- 
mental houses at Coventry, and they were 
so much better than anything else she 
had seen in the way of prefabrication that 
she had begun to think that if we had a 
great building programme it would be 
largely on those lines. 

Sir Recrinatp Rowe said the object of 
the Co-operative Building Society was to 
provide cheap money for better housing in 
the future, and already in connection with 
the Bristol municipality and the Glouces- 
tershire County Council it had got two 
moderate-sized new towns well planned. 

Tue Lecturer said he thought pre- 
fabrication would start but slowly after 
the war. Within ten years after the war 
it would have become enormously im- 
portant, but the housing problem was 
urgent, and he did not believe that with 
the building industry organised as it was 
to-day it would be possible to push the 
pace of prefabrication within the first ten 
years. Building would begin according to 
traditional methods, and _prefabrication 
come in afterwards in an orderly way and 
after reasonable research into materials 
and methods under public auspices. Fac- 
tories put up for war purposes should be 
turned over under public control to the 
manufacture of parts, for houses. There 
would be a tremendous battle if the 
operatives found prefabrication being 
introduced by the employers at the same 
time. as there was dilution. 

Mr. Amprosge ApPELBE said there would 
be a shortage of building operatives after 
the war. If we allowed ten years to 
elapse with people striving for houses and 
not getting them, and at the same time 
there was a powerful anti-prefabrication 
movement here, prefabricated houses of 
types unsuitable to our climate and condi- 
tions would be brought here from America. 
We should be making the worst of both 
worlds. 

Mr. O. Arup asked exactly what was 
meant by prefabrication. 

Tue Lecrorer replied that he referred 
to the complete prefabrication of houses. 
As regards parts, such as plumbing, pre- 
fabrication would come in early. 

Tue CHareman said that the architect of 
Coventry, in pointing out to her the unit 
consisting of sink, draining board, etc., 
said that the plant to produce that fitting 
had cost £75,000 to set up. Such things 
could not be produced unless there was 
the Government or some other great pur- 
chaser to buy them. 
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THE COUNTY OF LONDON 
PLAN 


EXHIBITION AT THE ROYAL 
ACADEMY. 

On Wednesday last, the County of Lon- 
don Plan Exhibition, which was held at 
the County Hall last July and August, 
reopened at the Royal Academy, Burling- 
ton House, Piccadilly, for a period of one 
month to November 28. 

The opening ceremony was _ performed 
by Sir Giles: Gilbert Scott, R.A., and 
among those whom the London County 
Council specially invited to be present 
were the Lord Mayors and Lord Provosts 
and the Town Clerks and other representa- 
tives of some of the larger provincial cities, 
including those which have suffered badly 
from air attacks and are therefore faced, 
as London is, with questions of rebuilding 
and redevelopment. 

The Council is inviting prominent per- 
sons specially interested in questions of 
planning and redevelopment to give after- 
noon talks at the Royal Academy in rela- 
tion to the County of London Plan during 
the pa of the exhibition there. The 
speaker during the first week is Sir Charles 
Bressey, C.B. (who prepared, in consulta- 
tion with Sir Edwin Lutyens, the Greater 
London Highway Development Survey, 
1937). Sir Charles will give a talk at 
3 p.m. to-day, November 5. Particulars 
of the other speakers are given below. 

The exhibition, which occupies galleries 
4, 5, 6 and 7, opening off.the central hall, 
at the Royal Academy, is open to the 
public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on week- 
days and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sun- 
days. Admission is free. 

The exhibition consists of large-scale 
maps and drawings, etc., illustrating the 
County of London Plan for redevelopment, 
which was prepared for the London County 
Council by Mr. Forshaw, the 
Council’s Architect, in association with 
Professor Patrick Abercrombie, and 
which was submitted to the Council on 
July 13 last. The Council now awaits the 
views on the Plan of the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning and the Minister 
of War Transport, and of the other 
Government Departments and _ public 
authorities and public utility undertakings 
concerned, and will consider the Plan 
further when these views have been re- 
ceived. The Council is also anxious to 
obtain the views of the general public, 

articularly of Londoners, regarding the 

lan, and has accordingly arranged this 
exhibition with the object of explaining 
the reasons why a plan for London is 
necessary and the means by which it might 
be carried out, and of showing the Plan to 
the widest possible public. 

Nearly 55,000 people visited the exhi- 
bition of the Plan at the County Hall from 
July 14, when it was opened by the 
Minister for Town and Country Planning 
(Mr. W. S. Morrison), to August 28. 


List or SPEAKERS. 

Wednesday, November 10.—Mr. H. 
Alker Tripp, C.B-E. (Assistant Commis- 
sioner (Traffic) of Police for the Metro- 
polis). 

Monday, November 15.—Mr. W. R. 
Davidge, F.R.I.B.A., F.8.I., A.M. Inst. 
CE: .2 es. 

Wednesday, November 17.—Mr. W. H. 
Ansell, M.C. (immediate Past-President of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects). 

Thursday, November 25.—Mr. L. St. G. 
Wilkinson, M.C., M.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., 
M.T.P.I. (Borough Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, County Borough of Wallasey, and 
President of the Institution of Municipal 
and County Engineers). 

(All talks are at 3 p.m.) 
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“PAYING AS 


HOW IT AFFECTS THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY. 

Tue new “ pay-as-you-earn’”’ income- 
tax arrangements which are to come into 
force next year are now being considered 
by the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion. The question will come before the 
administrative council of the L.M.B.A. 
when the Bill outlining the Government's 
proposals has been studied by its members. 
A detailed memorandum showing how the 
change may be expected to affect an indi- 
vidual firm has been prepared by Mr. 
H. C. Harland, the President, and_has 
been made available to Zhe Builder. From 
it we take the following extracts :— 


The National Point of View. 


From the national point of view the new 
system for the taxation of weekly wage- 
earners appears to be a very good one and 
is certainly the best evolved so far. It 
should undoubtedly increase revenue, 
avoid bad debts and improve morale. In 
the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries alone it is a well-known fact that there 
has been a considerable loss in revenue 
due to the failure of the Inland Revenue 
to assess a large number of men. 

The above benefits, however, are only 
obtained by placing the cost and burden of 
executing the system upon industry. 
Generally speaking, the trades unions 
have aimed at a system under which 
deductions will vary with the amount of 
the earnings and which will be equitable 
as between workers. The Inland Revenue, 
on the other hand, have sought to avoid 
any increase in their already large clerical 
organisation. 

It seems that industry can only avoid the 
cost and burden of this system by proposing 
some alternative which, if it were less 
equitable to the worker, would arouse trade 
union opposition, or if it entailed addi- 
tional clerical work on the part of the 
Inland Revenue would certainly be 
opposed from that quarter. 

The technical difficulties of evolving a 
satisfactory scheme of weekly tax-deduc- 
tion are very considerable. Alternative 
systems suggested hitherto have been of 
two types— 

(i) Those requiring an adjustment by 
the Inland Revenue at the end of 
the year. 

(ii) Those requiring no such annual 
adjustment. 

It is doubtful whether the Inland Revenue 
would consider an alternative of the first 
type, as it would involve radical alteration 
in their organisation; while an alternative 
of the second type would be inequitable in 
operation unless the employer undertook a 
weekly recalculation as provided for in the 
present suggested system. The use of 
stamped cards would involve the same 
difficulties as mentioned above. 


The Building Industry’s Point of View. 

The effect of the new system is to in- 
crease still further the cost of administra- 
tion and again to place this burden upon 
industry. There are two ways in which 
the operation of the suggested system en- 
counters particular difficulty in the build- 
ing industry—firstly, the staff required ; 
and, secondly, the time available. 

(a) Tae Srarr Dirricutry.—The opera- 
tion of the system will require: (i) In- 
creased number of staff; (ii) higher-grade 
staff ; (iii) increased and closer supervision. 
Apart from the cost, the staff problem is 
probably serious only during war time. In 
this connection the following .admissions 
by the Inland Revenue of the difficulty of 
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YOU EARN ” 


such a system are contained in Cmd. 6348, 
presented to Parliament in April, 1942 :— 


1. “‘ Under a system of deducting tax 
on the basis of the earnings of the 
current week the employer would func- 
tion as Assessor as well as Collector.”’ 
(i.e., he computes as well as collects.) 
(Par. a 

2. ‘‘The Employer has to determine 
what constitutes income for the purposes 
of income tax.’’ (Par. 24.) 

3. ‘‘ Previously computation of tax was 
done by the Inland Revenue twice a 
year. Now the employer is required to 
do it 52 times a year.’’ (Par. a 

4. ‘‘ Even if the employer could find 
the staff at the present time to do these 
weekly calculations...’ (Par. 26.) 

5. ‘‘The Employer would in many 
cases have the additional burden of ex- 
plaining in detail to the employee how 
the deductions were made up and would 
have to justify his deduction if the 
employee disputed it.’’ (Par. 27.) 

6. ‘‘ Any system for deduction on a 
current earnings basis would 
involve a very great addition for the 
Inland Revenue Department.’’ (Par. 29.) 


Additional cumulative records will now 
have to be kept for all men whether pre- 
viously taxable or not, in case they may 
come above the minimum taxable level. 

(b) Toe Time Dirricutty.—Even with 
first-class staff it is not possible in the 
building and civil engineering industries 
to get all the work done between the end 
of the pay-week and the time at which 
payment is made. It has been the custom 
of the industry, where possible, to make 
up wages to the Thursday night, and while 
under war-time conditions it is often neces- 
sary to make them up to Wednesday 
night (estimating, if necessary, the last 
day’s pay) this still does not allow suffi- 
cient time to work out under the new sys- 
tem the tax to be deducted from each man 
in addition to the outer clerical work neces- 
sary. 

The work of a cashier’s department has 
to be carefully organised so that as much 
detailed work as possible is done in the 
early part of the week so that the amount 
of work to be done on the day before wage 
payment is reduced to a minimum and 
limited to that work which cannot be done 
earlier in the week. Hitherto income-tax 
deductions have usually been entered on 
Monday or Tuesday, but under the pro- 
posed system the deductions to be made 
cannot be determined until each man’s 
gross earnings for the week have been 
ascertained. 

This is not a matter which can be 
remedied simply by an increase in staff. 
It is rather one which requires some of 
the work done on the day before pay-day 
to be done in the earlier part of the week. 
This can only be achieved by making up 
the pay to a day earlier than at present, 
or making some modification in the pro- 
posed system of tax deduction. 

Some of the above-mentioned difficulties 
also are recognised by the Inland Revenue 
in Cmd. 6348, as quoted above—for 
example :— 

1. It was claimed for the old method 
that it was ‘“‘ a further advantage that as 
the tax is determined in advance the 
weekly deduction can be entered on the 
wages sheets -in advance of pay-day.” 
(Par. 24.) 

2. Under the new system the employer 
would ‘‘ be unable to do his work until 
after the week’s wages had been ascer- 
tained.’’ (Par. 24b.) 

3. ‘“‘Even if the employers could find 
the staff at the present time to do these 


375 


weekly calculations, there would still be 
the problem of getting all the work done 
in the interval between the end of the 
pay week and the time at which payment 
of wages is due to be made. This would 
be a serious obstacle even where wages 
are paid some days after the end of the 
week during which they are earned. /é 
would create almost insuperable difficulty 
tm cases where wages are in fact paid at 
the end of the week in which they are 
earned.” (Par. 26.) 

To illustrate further the difference be- 
tween the existing and proposed proce- 
dures as to the entry of tax deductions on 
the wages sheets it should be recalled that 
at present all that is necessary is to trans- 
fer at the beginning of the week the 
amount to be deducted from an income- 
tax card or book to the wages sheet. 
Under the system as now proposed it 
would involve : (a) Ascertaining the gross 
wages and bonus to which a man is 
entitled; (b) Posting this amount to his 
income-tax card; (c) Extending the 
amount to a running total; (d) Referring 
to the tax tables under the appropriate 
code number; (e) Entering on the card 
the total tax due to date; (f) The deduc- 
tion from this figure of tax paid previously 
(or the reverse when a repayment is due) ; 
(g) Entry of the net figure of the income. 
tax card; (h) Entry of the amount to be 
deducted (or refunded) in the income-tax 
column of the wages sheet; (i) The com- 
pletion of the wages sheet horizontal 
totals ; (j) The deduction of “‘ total deduc- 
tions ’’ from gross wages on the wages 
sheet. 

Recorps.—No mention has been made 
above of the possibility of the contractor 
wishing to kéep duplicate records. It must 
be remembered that the new system pro- 
vides that the records cards pass out of 
the employer’s possession when a man 
leaves or at the end of the year. For 
checking and reference purposes it is 
almost certain that an employer would 
need to retain a copy for his own records 
—a doubling of existing clerical work. 

An “‘income tax specialist’? would be 
required to handle all queries from work- 
men. There is no doubt that there will 
be many such queries as the proposed 
system contains many anomalies. Thus in 
Example A on page 14 of Cmd. 6469 :— 

May 1, earnings, £5 4s.; tax, £1 4s.; 
net, £4. 

May 8, earnings, Ks : 
pe sl gs, £5 15s. ; tax, £1; net 

While it is appreciated that this is due 
to the approximate character of the tax 
tables, it cannot be expected that the 
workmen will understand such apparently 
unreasonable fluctuations. : 


Recommendations. 

It is assumed that the present Bill will 
become law, with the result that employers 
will have to bear the cost of operating the 
new system. It is recommended that to 
make the system workable in the building 
industry, either— 

(1) An extra day must be allowed 
during which employers are able to 
make up wages (e.g., closing the week 
on Tuesday night where at present it 
is closed on Wednesday—an arrange- 
ment which would require the agreement 
of the trades unions), or 

(2) An arrangement with the Inland 
Revenue under which employers in the 
building industry would deduct from 
wages the tax applicable to the previous 
week. (This might often operate in- 
equitably for the worker and would 
certainly cause difficulty when a work- 
man leaves a contract.) 

_ The former is probably the more prac- 
ticable of the two recommendations. I+. 
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is not possible to recommend an alterna- 
tive system which would operate as equit- 
ably from the taxpayer’s point of view. 
It is thought, moreover, that it would be 
inadvisable to consider any alternative 
system (whether by stamped cards or not) 
which would involve major adjustments at 
the end of the year. 

It is estimated that the additional cost 
of operating the new system would be 
from 4 per cent. to 4 per cent. of gross 
wages, depending on the size of the con- 
tract or firm. It is therefore recommended 
that consideration be given to the question 
of reimbursing the industry for the work 
undertaken. 


FEDERATION OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


SIR WILLIAM BEVERIDGE ON THE 
INDUSTRY’S PART IN 
RECONSTRUCTION. 

‘* In peace our main objective should be 
to make as many good things as possible 
for ourselves, to raise our standard of 
living. That puts the building industry 
and all the industries connected with it in 
the centre of the stage for peace.’’ Sm 
Wim Beveriper, K.C.B., made this 
declaration at the quarterly lunch of the 
Federation of Master Builders, held in 
the Connaught Rooms on Tuesday. The 
President, Mr. J. H. Heat, J.P., was in 
the chair. 

‘The most important differences in the 
standard of living of different sections of 
the community,” continued Sir William, 
‘* to-day relate to the homes in which they 
live. Different social or economic classes 
do not eat very different things or wear 
very different clothes. The difference be- 
tween the prosperous classes and those 
who are less prosperous lies mainly in the 
kinds of homes in which they can live; in 
the number and size of rooms for each 
family; in the pleasantness of the sur- 
roundings; in the equipment and furni- 
ture. The great scope for raising the 
standard of living in Britain to-day is in 
making good homes for all the people, not 
for some only. That makes the building 
industry perhaps the most important of 
all industries after the war. It makes the 
attaining of the maximum of efficiency of 
that industry a central aim of social 
policy.”’ Sir William added that he was 
engaged in an investigation on how to find 
employment for people who could work. 
There, again, the objective must be the 
raising of the standard of living. 

“We want the best homes possible for 
our people; we want them as soon as pos- 
sible; and we want them at the lowest 
possible price. Freedom of consumers to 
spend their money as they chose was an 
important British freedom which should 
be kept as fully as possible. But how 
individual citizens would exercise that 
freedom and spend their money depends 
largely on what they get for their money 
by spending it one way rather than 
another.’’ On a recent visit to the United 
States he visited some of the Southern 
States. _He was told there that many 
Negro cotton-croppers who had neither 
baths nor. sanitation’ had an automobile. 
That was one consequence of the extreme 
efficiency of the American automobile 
industry and of its salesmanship. The 
motor manufacturers had got ahead of the 
building industry and even of the Ameri- 
can plumbers. The Negroes of the South 
got automobiles before they got baths and 
sanitation, or any kind of decent housing. 
That was clearly the wrong way round. 
““Cheapness of the products—this also is 
a lesson. from the American automobile 
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industry—need not mean a poor return to 
the producers in the form of no profits 
for the employer or low wages for the 
workman,”’ added Sir William. ‘‘ On the 
contrary, with efficiency it may mean, and 
should mean, high wages for high pro- 
duction. 


A Technical Advance Required. 

‘This war will have brought immense 
technical development in engineering. 
There is need for a matching advance in 
the technical efficiency of building. We 
just can’t get enough good homes for our 
people quickly enough unless we can learn 
to make them at less cost in man-power 
and rare skill than we’ve used in the past. 

‘‘For many reasons—to raise the stan- 
dard of living, to use our man-power fully, 
to improve the health of the community—a 
revolutionary step forward in the housing 
of our people is, perhaps, the most im- 
portant particular aim that we can set 
before us for the peace. I hope that the 
Government in due course will make it 
clear that they have a housing programme 
enough to guarantee full employment for 
the years to come to all the men that we 
can possibly get into building. The 
reports of the Barlow Commission, of Mr, 
Justice Uthwatt, and of Lord Scott must 
be considered. No doubt they present diffi- 
culties, but that is their funeral, not mine. 
They have got to make up their minds 
about the order of the funeral procession. 

‘**T hope,”’ concluded Sir William, ‘‘ that 
those in the industry will realise their 
importance, and the great service that 
they can render, and will set themselves 
to render it. The building industry, above 
all, should have a good conceit of itself 
and a high sense of its responsibilities to 
the community, Thieugh your brains and 
devotion to the community alone can we 
rebuild Britain to be worthy of Britons.” 

Introducing Sir William, the PresipEnT 
made an eloquent appeal to the industry 
to approach its task in a spirit of service 
to the community. The industry had much 
to cope with, including a difficult employ- 
ment problem, and the industry should, he 
believed, demand in the near future the 
removal of unnecessary restrictions at the 
earliest possible moment if speed and 
economic costs in building were to be ob- 
tained. But the truly important part was 
the manner in which they approached the 
work of reconstruction. He, as had no 


doubt many others, had been deeply im- 
pressed by Mr. Noel Coward’s recent 
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‘* Postscript,’’ and particularly by the 
concluding passage, in which he referred 
to the fact that we must never forget or 
let down the men.who were fighting for 
us overseas. That was the spirit in which 
the building industry must tackle the job 
that lay ahead. 

Lapy BeveripGE, responding to a toast 
proposed by Mr. Nogt Lanpav, B.E.M. 
(Joint Hon. Secretary, Merseyside Branch), 
said that she was the daughter of a 
builder, who was also an idealist, and she 
was delighted to see that builders could 
still be idealists. 

Sir Hucu Beaver also responded. 


The quarterly report presented to the 
Council at the business meeting which fol- 
lowed the luncheon, showed that Mr. A. S. 
Sperring (Bristol) had been co-opted to 
the National Organisation Committee as 
representing the South-Western Region. 
Branches to date had been established in 
Bath, Bristol, Merseyside, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, Salisbury and Torquay. 
Others were in course of formation. Mr. 
W. N. Fowler had been appointed 
National Organiser, and Major E. P. 
Northfield, London Regional Organiser. A 
reference was made to the informal dis- 
cussions with the National Federation, 
held with a view to endeavouring to find 
a common ground. The report adds: 
‘“* Your officers and Council are convinced 
that we must retain our own identity, in- 
dividuality and existing constitution, and 
we feel that, with good will on both sides, 
the problem of formulating a representa- 
tive body could easily be solved.’ 


THE FORCES AND PLANNING 


Some indication of the views of men 
and women in the Forces on the questions 
of housing accommodation and planning 
after the war was given in a talk by Mr. 
Arno_D Wuirtick at a lunch-time meeting 
of the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation on October 14. ha R. Holland- 
Martin was in the chair. 

The speaker said: ‘‘ Of the many sub- 
jects dealt with in Army lectures, housing 
is one of the most popular. For example, 
of a number invited to select housing, 
education or economics as a subject for a 
study group, half chose housing. Planning 
apart from housing is less popular, and 
the general feeling of lecturers and regional] 
committees is that audiences find it a little 
difficult. If it can always be related ta 
the home it is more effective. 

“* My own personal experience confirms 
this general impression. Housing is a 
popular subject, and planning is generally 
interesting to audiences only if the lecture 
begins with the home and works outwards, 
always stressing the relationship of every- 
thing to the family and the home. I would 
say that between 80 and 90 per cent. of 
family men and those who hope to be such 
like a semi-detached or detached two-storey 
house with a front garden and a back 
garden, with shops not too far away, and a 
school, public-house and cinema easily 
accessible. They do not mind travelling a 
few miles to work provided the journey is 
comfortable and does not take more than 
40 minutes. They generally like the idea 
of a garden city, of houses amongst 

ardens, trees and flowers, They are 
Sefinitely not interested in terrace houses 
facing on to streets without front gardens, 
and they dislike flats.”’ 


School Manufacturers’ Association. 

There has recently been .formed 4 
School Furniture Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, whose address is 13, New-square, 
Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C.2. ¢rel. : 
Chancery 5313.) 
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WELWYN GARDEN CITY 


ITS PURPOSE AND FUTURE. 


At a conference of the Town and 
Country Planning Association held at 
Welwyn Garden City recently, Mr. R. L. 
Regiss, vice-chairman of the company, 
gave a lecture on ‘The Planning 
of Welwyn Garden City.’’ Sir Theodore 
Chambers, K.B.E., F.S.I., was in the 
chair. 

The speaker said that the larger part of 
the estate on which Welwyn Garden City 
now stands was purchased by the company 
in 1919 and was then purely rural. ere 
was then no drainage or water supply, 
practically no roads and no railway station. 
The purpose for which it was purchased 
was the creation of a self-contained indus- 
trial town which should be planned from 
the start as a place in which all the 
inhabitants could have the best conditions 
of life and where the great majority of the 
inhabitants would not merely live but 
work. It was an essential feature of the 
project that the town should not merely be 
self-contained but should be arn by 
open land from surrounding communities. 

Having described the steps taken to 
achieve this objective, the speaker said 
that up to date approximately half the 
town had been developed (omitting an 
additional 700 acres). The population was 
about 17,000, and there were a large 
number of factories. . There were 4,000 
houses and flats, and the main shopping 
centre included a large departmental store 
and a number of independent shops. The 
overwhelming majority of the population 
lived and worked in the town. A larger 
number come from outside to work in the 
town than there were people living in the 
town but worked elsewhere. About three- 
quarters of the population lived in weekly 
rented houses. 

The following were the main lessons 
learnt during the course of the develop- 
ment :— 

1, That during the last twenty years 
there had been a steady increase in the 
quantity of land required for every purpose 
with the possible exception of shops. For 
example, more land was required for 
(a) car parks, (b) schools. The Herts 
County Council had during the last twenty 
years doubled the sites required for 
elementary schools with the same number 
of school places. (c) Playing fields. <A 
larger proportion of the population now 
wished to take part in organised sport. 
(d) Industry. One-storey ,factories were 
becoming more general, and the use of 
machinery had reduced the number of 
employees for every 1,000 feet of floor 
space. Moreover, many industries required 
sites to provide for further extensions 
(ce) Residence. The declining size of the 
family meant that for the same population 
more houses, and therefore more land, was 
required. (f) Community centres, public- 
houses, and other recreational centres 
required larger sites. On the other hand, 
the main communal area would have a 
number of flats over the shops and stores. 
At Welwyn they had found that by concen- 
trating shopping less land was required for 
shops, and this was an experience shared 
by other land developers. 

2. That while it was important to pre- 
pare the main outline plan at the start, it 
was important to keep the detailed plan- 
ning flexible. 

3. That while industrial should be 
separated from residential area, there was 
no clear demarcation of commercial and 
residential zones. The residential area 
should include provision for schools, shops, 
community centres, etc. On the other 
hand, the main communal area would have 
a number of flats over the shops and stores. 
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4. That the plan as it developed should 
provide for neighbourhood units with their 
own subsidiary centres for day-to-day 
shopping, public-house, community build- 
ing, etc., and its own junior schools. 

“Taking all those factors into account,” 
concluded the speaker, ‘‘ we are now able 
to give an approximate idea of the ultimate 
land user in Welwyn Garden City and the 
probable ultimate population. We now 
find that whereas we thought originally 
we should be able to plan for an ultimate 
population of 40,000, the population is more 
likely to be 30,000. The land user in the 
ultimate plan for the Urban District Coun- 
cil’s area will be :— 


‘‘ Residential, including 
schools, community centres, 
main civic centre, shops and 
offices, minor open spaces of 
under one acre ... ath ... 1,339 acres 
‘‘ Industrial, including gravel 
and brick works, and public 
utility undertakings, such as 
sewerage, waterworks and 
reservolrs ... ode Ae es 
“ Railways, including land 
at present not utilised for 
railway purposes but reserved 
for such use in future ... 2a 
‘* Major open space, includ- 
ing all those of one acre or 
more within the residential area 
and also 40 acres of land owned 
by the railway but likely to 
remain as an open space and 
not required for railway pur- 
poses sag ps we 


466 acres 


65 acres 


706 acres 


2,576 acres 


‘From the above it will be seen that 
very nearly one-third of the whole of the 
urban district is to be reserved as open 
space. Part of this will be for playing 
fields, and the remainder for general 
amenities, including woods and parks. 
Some of it will continue to be used for 
pasture or agricultural purposes, but it is 
important to emphasise that in the opinion 
of those responsible for the plan the pro- 
portion reserved as open space 1s really 
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necessary if the fullest opportunities of life 
are to be available for the urban popula- 
tion. 

‘Ultimately the overall density of 
population within the urban district will 
be approximately 11 persons per acre, and 
the density of the housing areas just over 
20 to the gross acre. This may be com- 
pared with the housing density proposals 
of bo London plan, which vary from 100 
to ob 


BUILDING SOCIETIES AND 
FIRE INSURANCE 


PLEA FOR MORE REASONABLE 
PREMIUMS. 


_ Tue question of fire insurance premiums 
in relation to the greatly improved and 
extended fire prevention facilities is a 
matter which is engaging the attention of 
local authorities and builders in the 
Greater London area 

Merton and Morden District Council, at 
their September meeting, passed a resolu- 
tion pointing out that these additional 
facilities are provided at the public ex- 
pense, and expressing the opinion that the 
cost of insurances of residential property 
and household effects should be very con- 
siderably reduced, and, in the absence of 
any proposal from insurance companies to 
make substantial reductions in premiums, 
that the Government be asked to provide a 
compulsory National Fire Insurance scheme. 
It was decided to send copies of the resolu- 
tion to the local Member of Parliament, 
the Urban District Councils’ Association, 
the Municipal Corporations’ Association, 
and all local authorities in Greater London. 

Councillor G. E. Baker, moving the 
resolution, said the subject was of national 
importance. In Merton and Morden alone 
the fire-fighting service cost twelve times 
as much as before the war, the total annual 
expenditure having increased by £38,000. 
A fire brigade had been set up at prac- 
tically every street corner, new appliances 
provided at great cost, and thousands of 
people trained to act as fire guards. 

He was, he said, amazed that the insur- 
ance companies had not come forward with 
a reduction of premiums, particularly as 
their expenses in administering fire insur- 
ance claims had been greatly reduced. 
There was an arrangement between the 
building societies ond the insurance com- 
panies whereby all the properties mort- 
gaged to a building society were covered 
by a single omnibus policy, the premiums 
being collected by the building society, and 
the total amount remitted to the insurance 
company in one payment. All claims were 
made through building societies’ offices 
and dealt with by assessors. One of the 
largest building societies had 100,000 pro- 
perties mortgaged. Under the terms of 
the mortgage deed the borrower must in- 
sure preg the society usually for an 
amount substantially in excess of the 
mortgage advance. If a society had 100,000 
properties on its books, it would collect, an 
average of £1 a year fire insurance pre- 
mium on each house. The total income 
apr be oe a year. This was remitted 

sum less commission of 15 per cent. 
namely, £85,000 to the Guanine com. 
pany. The number of claims he put at 
less than .1 per cent. of the number of 
insured properties, which meant that the 
insurance company would clear £80,000. 
_ Assuming that the Government brought 
into being a National Fire Insurance 
scheme, it could be simply administered 
through local government offices and the 
premium collected through the rates, all 
claims being sent to the council, and dealt 
with by their assessors, Such a scheme 
would lower the rates of residential 
property by at least 6d. in the &. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Grants to Local Authorities. 

Mr. Krirsy asked the Minister of Health 
whether he would make it a condition of 
future grants to corporations in aid of 
their housing schemes that they should 
open a register of applications for the 
tenancy of corporation houses so that 
families now without homes, -including 
newly wedded couples, could register with 
some degree of priority instead of having 
to wait for registration in mass at the end 
of the war. 

Mr. E. Brown said he appreciated the 
object which his hon. friend had in view 
and would consider how it could best be 
secured. 

Lapy Apstey asked the Minister of 
Health if he would make it a condition of 
future grants to local authorities when 
formulating housing schemes that they 
should provide a substantial measure of 
economic 


suitable accommodation at 
rentals for women living alone. 
Miss HorssruGH said that local 


authorities were in agreement with the 
Member that it was important that future 
housing schemes should include the pro- 
vision of suitable accommodation for 
single persons. The priority to be given 
to the various types of accommodation in 
the post-war programmes would have to 
be considered in relation to the circum- 
stances of each district. The form of any 
Exchequer subsidy was one of the ques- 
tions which the Minister proposed to dis- 
cuss with the associations of local 
authorities in due course. 


Prefabricated Houses. 

Mr. WEDDERBURN asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare whether any pre- 
fabricated timber houses were being ex- 
ported from Sweden to Germany and to 
enemy-occupied countries in Europe; and 
if so, in what quantities. 

Mr. Dinete Foor said that in 1942 
Sweden exported about 100 prefabricated 
timber houses to Germany, about 800 to 
Norway, and about 300 to Finland in 
transit to Norway. There had been no 
exports to Germany m 1943, and exports 
to Norway had been very small. 


Cost of Repairs. 

Sir RatpH Giyn asked the Minister of 
Health if he was aware that no builder 
was now able, or willing, to enter into any 
firm contract for the repair of houses 
or cottages in view of the high cost, not 
yet stabilised, of labour and material; 
and under these circumstances on what 
grounds had the limiting figure of £250 
been arrived at. 

Miss HorssruGH, who replied, said the 
answer to the first part of the question 
was ‘‘ No, Sir’’; the limiting figure men- 
tioned in the second part was adopted, in 
accordance with the recommendation 
made by representatives of local authori- 
ties, in order to secure, with the labour 
and materials available, the maximum 
amount of improvement to the largest 
possible number of houses. 


Wooden Houses. 

Mr. HannaH asked the Minister of 
Health whether he had made any in- 
quiries into the |e rewarges of using per- 
manent wooden houses on the Canadian 
model after the war to help relieve the 
shortage. 

Miss HorssruGH said the possibilities 
of timber houses and of other alternative 
forms of construction for use after the 
war were being carefully examined by 
the Inter-departmental Committee under 
the chairmanship of Sir George Burt. 


Building Societies. 


Srr Rosert Gower asked the Minister. 


of Health if he possessed or would obtain 
an estimate from the leading building 
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societies of the extent to which the public 
would, in post-war days, be ready to em- 
bark on house construction and purchase 
under their auspices. 

Mr. E. Brown said he understood that 
evidence on this point from the Associa- 
tion concerned had already been taken 
by the sub-committee of his Central 
Housing Advisory Committee under, the 
chairmanship of Sir Felix Pole, which 
was considering the part which could be 
played by private enterprise after the 
war, and that further evidence had been 
promised. 


Acquisition of Land. 

Mr. W. J. Stewart asked the Minister 
of Health if he was aware that there was 
concern among local authorities in this 
country in regard to the Ministry of 
Health Circular No. 2,778, dated March 4, 
1943, which restricted the acquisition of 
land for post-war building purposes to 
that required for the —_— out of a 
one-year programme; and whether he 
would allow local authorities the right to 
acquire land for any longer period than 
they considered necessary. 

Mr. E. Brown replied: But for this 
circular the purchase of land by local 
authorities for post-war housing would 
not have been possible. The circular 
enables local authorities to get into a 
position from which they can make an 
immediate start on a limited building 
programme as soon as conditions permit, 
without waiting for the settlement of the 
wide general questions concerning plan- 
ning, land values and the location of in- 
dustry, which are now under considera- 
tion by the Government. The acquisition 
of sites for long-term programmes cannot, 
I think, be generally undertaken before 
the announcement of the Government’s 
policy on these points, without risk of 
prejudicing future planning. 
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Rent Restriction and Selling Prices. 

Mr. W. Brown asked whether the 
terms of reference of the Ridley Com- 
mittee would include the question of the 
selling prices of houses as well as the 
question of the rent control of houses. 

Miss HorRssRUGH said they would not. 
The Minister was, however, having the 
question of the selling price of houses 
examined in co-operation with the other 
Government Departments concerned. 


LAW REPORT 


POWER OF REQUISITIONING PREMISES 
UNDER THE GENERAL (DEFENCE) 
REGULATIONS, 1939. 

Court oF APPEAL. 

Before the Master or THE Rotts and 
Lorps Justices Gopparp and Dv 
Parcq. 


Carltona, Ltd. v. Commissioners of 
Works and Others. 

This case, which raised the question as 
to whether the defendants, the Commis- 
sioners of Works, Lord Woolton (Minister 
of Food) and Mr. Ernest Bevin (Minister of 
Labour and National Service) had power 
under Regulation 51 of the General 
(Defence) Regulations, 1939, to requisition 
a factory situated in North-west London 
belonging to the plaintiffs, Carltona, Ltd., 
came before the Court on that company’s 
appeal from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Hilbery in the King’s Bench Division. 

The plaintiffs in their factory carried 
on the business of manufacturers of 
farinaceous and allied food products, and 
they claimed a declaration that the facts 
did not entitle the defendants to take 
possession of it and an injunction to 
restrain defendants from acting on a notice 
dated November 4, 1942. Plaintiffs 
alleged that, as a consequence of the 
requisition of the factory, valuable 
machinery had had to be scrapped and 
valuable food supply cut off. They also 
contended that the notice of November 4 
was bad because it gave a reason for the 
requisitioning which was not one of the 
reasons authorised by Regulation 51, as it 
merely told the plaintiffs that the Depart- 
ment ‘‘ had come to the conclusion that it 
was essential in the national interest ”’ 
to take over the prerhises, and the Regula- 
tion in question did not contain anything 
like the words ‘“‘ essential in the national 
interest.”” ; 

Mr. Justice Hilbery, in the Court below, 
held that the defendants had complied with 
the statutory requirements imposed by 
General (Defence) Regulations, 1939, and 
gave judgment for the defendants, and the 
plaintiff company now appealed. 

The Court unanimously upheld the 
decision of the judge. 

The Master of the Rolls, in the course 
of his judgment dismissing the appeal, 
said that where a competent authority 
(such as in the present case) had come to 
a conclusion the Courts could not, in the 
absence of bad faith (and that was not 
alleged here), investigate the grounds or 
the reasonableness of the authority’s 
decision. All that the Courts could do was 
to see that the act of the authority really 
fell within the powers conferred on it by 
Parliament. 

The Lords Justices concurred, and the 
appeal was accordingly dismissed with 
costs. 

Mr. H. B. Vaisey, K.C., and Mr. Robert 
Fortune appeared in support of the appeal ; 
the Solicitor-General, Sir David Maxwell 
Fyfe, K.C., and Mr. C. Pearson for the 
Commissioners of Works and_ Lord 
Woolton; and the Solicitor-General and 
Mr. Arthur Davies for Mr. Ernest Bevin, 
the Minister of Labour and National 
Service. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 2nd APRIL, 1943 


[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors} 
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Ammanford 2/0 1/7 |\Crowborough........ ie. a 2/0 1/7 |Skegness U.D. ......] I/IL | 1/6 
Andover GUCEGONE S.. 6600 e005 1/10 | 1/54 |\LeicesterC.B......... 2/0 1/7 ||Sleaford U.D. .. 1/104} 1/5 
i Darlington .......... 2/0 1/7 |\Leighton Buzzard ..| 1/9 1/4} |\Slough....... 1/t1 | 1/64 
Arundel WOREWOEE) 20-6 ccs0s 2/0 1/7_ |\Letchworth 1/11 | 1/6$ |Smethwick ..... $2/0 | t1/7 
eae Co Daventry M.B. ......| 1/104] 1/53 [Lewes ...... *"| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Southampton_ 1/114) 1/64 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 4 2 1/10 | 1/5} ||Lichfield M.B. .o| A/IL | 1/65 [Southend-on-Sea weoe} 1/114] 1/464 
'D.| 2/0 1/7 |\Denbigh Town ......| 1/11 | 1/6¢ |\Lincoin C.B. .. ..| 2/0 1/7 |\Southport ....... aaa) 20 1/7 
Ashford (Kent) ...... 1/10 | 1/54 |'Derby C.B...........| 2/0 | 1/7. |\Littlehampton | 1/10 | 1/54 |'South' Shields... 2/0 | 1/7 
Ashford CMidalesex) 2/0 1/7 |\Devizes ..... voch ee 1/43 ||*Liverpool .......... \$§2/1 1 [Spalding ......+0- 1/10 | 1/5 
Ashington .. 1/114; 1/64 ||Dewsbury .......... 2/0 1/7 |\Llandudno ........| 1/il | 1/6 — MLB... .cccee 1/114} 1/6 
<n 2/0 | 1/7 |\Didcot............. 1/10 | 1/54 |Llanelly Deve esnecegs 2/0 | 1/7 |Staines .......0¢ wee] U/ML | 1/6 
Ashton-under 2/0 Bite HEME kecvicc cococens 1/84 | 1/44 ||London— \Stamford MB. ......| MH} 1/6 
Aylesbury 1/10 | 1/54 ||Doncaster .......... 2/0 1/7 | 12m. radius ...... 2/14 | 1/8 [Stevenage eda datottes 1/11 | 1/6% 
Aylsham ..... 1/9 1/4} |'Dorchester .......... 1/94 | 1/5. || 12-15m. radius ..| 2/1 1/73 |\Stockport ........-- 2/0 1/7 
Setshat 1/10 | 1/54 |Dorking ............ 1/103} 1/53 | Loa Eston U.D. 2/0 1/7 ||Stockton-on-Tees .... 2/0 1/7 
"Sa ea aor 1/10 | 1/54 ||Dover .........-+0+. 1/10 | 1/54 |Longton ............ 2/0 | 1/7 ||Stoke-on-Trent C. B.. .| 2/0 | 1/7 
Banbury ....0++++++. 3/0. | 177% Dovercourt. <.222221: 1/10 | 1/5 |Loughborough MiB..:| 2/0 | 1/7. |\Stourbridge MB...) V0) ie 
Barnstaple "!| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Driffield ..........++ 1/104] 1/53 ||LouthM.B........... 1/104] 1/53 |\Stourport U.D. ......| 1/114) 1/ 
ste of ea 2/9 | 1/7" ||Droitwich M,B....... 1/114] 1/64 ||Lowestoft .......... 1/10 | 1/5} ||Stowmarket ..... eset 1/9 | 1/4 
"| 2/0 1/7 ||Dudiey M.B. . wee] 2/0 Tae ae .e| 1/114) 1/64 ||Stratford-on-Avon 
= MS ares eae wae 1/10 | 1/54 Daa aa T2i] 1/104} 1/53 || Macclesfield we} 1/014] 1/64 M.B.| 1/11 Vet 
Ee iaetaea 1/114} 1/64 Durham he ee! 2/0 1/7 ||Maidenhead as 1/11 1/64 \Stroud cecvcesecoe «| Til 1/ 
> haha meaner: aa 1/7, \\Eastbourne.......... 1/11 | 1/64 ||Maidstone .... ~o| 1/104) 1/53 | ‘Sunderland chwedads 2/0 1/7 
y haa 1/103, 1/53 ||E. Glam. ies Val.) | 2/0 1/7 ||Malvern U.D. ...... | 1/104} 1/53 ||Sutton Coldfield M.B. | 2/0 1/7 
Beacons sie oleta's'ors 1/8 | 1/4 East Grinstead bid i Y 19 i st Manchester Sa gars tale a : 7 qa ere eae Seeee Hy) St st 
aah tbat tit lenbri Wet be: anningtree ........ WANAZS = saeeeerese 
ae i> © ~peppennenenans 79 | 1/44 Mansfield M.B....°.7 2/0 | 1/7. |\Swansea ...2....02.- 20 | 1/7 
TN ppbrpbe dass 2d” eee 1/9 | 1/42 |Swindon “"""1722222: i/10y| 1/3 
Lo ee 1/114) 1/ Maryate EE ee 1/10 | 4/54 ||Tamworth M.B.......) 1/114) 1/ 
Exmouth...........- 1/104} 1/52 ||Market cit peal 1/11 1/64 \Taunton ....... deceet 2/005. 8/2 
Fakenham .......... 1/9 1/4} ||Matlock U.D. .| 1/104) 1/53 ||Tenterden ....... eee} A/10] 1/54 
Falmouth 1......... 1/104| 1/53 ||Melton Constable ..| 1/84 | 1/44 |/Thames Haven...) 2/0 | 1/7 
Fareham .......e.- 1/11 | 1/64 ||Melton Mowbray ....| 1/11 | 1/64 ||Thetford ........--| 1/9 1/5 
Faversham .......... 1/10 | 1/54 |\Merthyr ............ 2/0 1/7 |\Thorpe Bay ........| 2/114) 1/64 
Felixstowe 1/11 | 1/64 ||Middlesbrough re 1/7 ||Todmorden ........ 2/0 1/7 
i 1/103} 1/53 ||Middleton .,.... 1/7__||Tonbridge eee} 1/104) 1/53 
2/0 1/7 |\Middlewich ........ 1/64 |\Torquay ....... eeoee| 1/114] 1/6 
2/0 1/7 ||Milford Haven fi 1/5 EOE. ncvccccccocs 1,10 | 1/5 
1/10 | 1/5 ||Morecambe . 1/7 Teowbeidge peer ee 1/9 1/4 
1/10 1/54 ||Morley ..... S/F FEED ncsccgeccecs 1/ 1/5 
Blyth 1/7 1/9 | 1/43 ||Mundesley .......... 1/43 Tunbridge waa acts Hh ve 
Bognor Regis........ 1/10 | 1/54 ||Gainsborough U.D. ..| 1/11 | 1/6$ ||Nantwich .,........ 1/64 | Uppingham lop) .. 
Bolton...--.s2c0cc0.| 2 Gateshead 1/7, ||Nelson ..::....-0- 2/0 || 1/7 |Uitonster UD. .+-,-.) i085 
j 1/64 ||Newark-on-Trent . 1/114] 1/64 aed wcccccccce 20 77 
1/7 ||Newbury...........- YG | 1/5) eee  ooceoeee m1 ain 
1/64 ||Newcastle-on-Tyne ..| 2/0 1/7 |\Walsden ......... eee ry 10 1/5 
1/54 ||Newcastle-u.-Lyme ..| 2/0 1/7 |\Walton-on-Naze .... 1/114} 1/ 
1/7 ||\New Forest. ........| 1/10] 1/54 ||Ware .....----- ose HA 1/ 
1/64 ||'\Newmarket ....... «| 1/10} 1/54 oe coe His 1/7 
1/64 ||Newport, Mon. ....| 2/0 1/7 Warne M eee Be 1/7 
4 1/ Newport Pagnell .... 1/10 1/34 Welling aeostss 1/11 1/ 
rig 77 \\Great Yarmouth ....| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Northampton C.B. ..| 2/0 1/7 Welwyn ington R.D. .... ry it 1 it 
Brighton .......++++-| 1/11 | 1/6% ||Grimsby ........... .| 2/0 | 1/7. |\Norwich ~-| 2/0 | 1/7 |Wwetwyn Gar. Gity "2 yo | 1/7 
DE, 6ecesesencce 2/0 /7 Guildford Leckwetnes -| 1/10 Va Nottingham . . Wells N, tal 1k ay 1/84 1/4} 
Broadstairs.......... 1/10 /5% |\Guilsborough...... e.| 1/104) 1/5 uneaton ... West s & _ CB /0 1/7 
Bromsgrove U.D. ....| 1/114] 1/65 |lratigax 1/7 ||Qakham U.D Westcliff-on-Sea....+.| 1/114} 1/64 
Buckley .......0.00. 2/0 | 1/7 |\Hanley 1/7 |\Oldham . eine “Mare..| Wt | 3/64 
RINE sc cinicisigicie's se 1/8 /4_ |\Harpenden 1/64 Ormskirk Weybridee *l aan | 1/64 
Borakam-oo-Croush. . 1/84 | 1/48 ||Harrogate 1/7 |\Oxfo Ss oven. hiatal 1/10 | 1/54 
ee /7 |Hartlepools 1/7 [Oued Whitby ...... /ML | 1/65 
47 |Harwic 1/ ignton Whitstable /10 | 1/54 
Haslemere 1/54 ||Peterborough Widnes . 1/7 
asti oe 1/5 ‘Wigan 1/7 
Hatfield 1/6} ||Plymouth Wigton 1/52 
Haywards Heath 1/54 ||Pontefract ......++..| 2/0 1/7 || Willington 1/7 
Hednesford 1/64 ||Ponty; a toeee 2/0 -| 1/7 | Wilmslow .. was} 2/Gp Of2 
Hemel Hempstead....} 1/11 | 1/6% ||Port vovccces| 2/0 1/7 |lWinchestet .......- 1/1 1/5 
Henley-on-Thames .. 1/10 1/ eben 4 sececece 1/114) 1/64 ‘Windermere ........ 1/1 1/5 
ee eee 1/10 | 1/5} ||Preston ....... oserer ale 1/7. |\Windsor 1/1l | 1/64 
a La eeennmeres 10 Pulborough ....... -| 1/10 194 1, 
lertford ...cccccccee Ramsgate .....+.0+ 1/10 1/1 1/54 
Heysham. .........-- 2/0 gi hs vel ty 1/104} 1/33 
Hitchin ..... Hy U.D. ‘ 1/114 1/10 | 1/54 
joddesdon..........| 1/114] 1/64 jIRedhill ......... “Tt! 17104 0 | 1/7 
Holt (Norfolic) Ree. diane cadedan> 1/104 be | 1/5 
Horley.......-++ Rochdale .........+ 2/0 1/114 st 
Horsham...... Rochester .......0+6 1/11 1/104) 1/ 
Horwich . Rugby M.B. ........ /0 1/114} 1/64 
Huddersfield: St. Albans .. 1/114 1/10} 1/54 
steee St. Helens es 1/114} 1/64 
Bepeeninn ee St. Neots ..... eo] 1/94 1/5 
Huntingdon .. ee Saffron Walden aan BS 1/1 1/64 
Ilfracombe .. Salisbury City . 1/94 1/9 1/42 
Ingatestone. : Salisbury Plain .. 1/11 1/104) 1/53 
Ipswich .... \|Sawbridgeworth 1 1/104 2/0 1/7 











* An application for an increase of rates is under discussion. 3 
t Plus 2d. per working day. ¢ Plasterers 2/14. 4] Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/7. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per weék or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance, 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 381. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works, at London stations, or site, in London,area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should 


ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. 


be confirmed by inquiry. 





BRICKS, &c. £s. d. 

First Hard Stocks . 413 0 
Second Hard Stocks ; uo 4 
- Bene seonzee 7 ¢ 
Commas Soc 217 6 
‘The question 


under ricks (Charges) Order, S42, or 

3s. per 1,000. King’s To sites 
Cross in 

2% in. Ph Station District 


AGueet ofan. 1.000 only sata ugar 4 


monthly account. a '6& 
ae seVebbasceesesces EES Ome. 2 
Single Bulinces 2222002.000000000. 769 83 3 
cae pica peseceaweneakwenec™ Mn SD ome co 

SE a ee nm 3 SR 3 
whi ‘Midhurst "Best ” selected ne & @.¢ 
OS A ea EA 510 0 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) . 1112 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ..... ne ae aS 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge oe — (London Stns.) :— P 
8. s. d. 
Bee, cepese ee Seer a2. 0° ® 
G1iazep Bricks (London Stas.). ). Add 124% to iy rices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers . . 3 10 0 
Stretcher ....30 0 0 One side&twoends 39 10 : 


29 100 aes! end 40 10 
Quoins, Bullnose 


and 4}in. Flats 36 10 0  Souints ‘pune oon OOS 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Levy ON Bricks. 3/- per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bri 
PARTITION SLABS. 
( Delivered on site London Area. 
** PHORPRES ” wt! Od PARTITION BLOCKS, P 
8. le s. 5 
2” per yd. sup. 2 8 3° per yd. sup. 3 6 
_. .. 16... Se 
2 d 1 Th 3 per yd 2 6 
2° per yd. sup. ” per yd. su 
re 20 2 eng 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 
in a? 6 ep FE ciodses seebestaweee eS 
Size 12x9x a6 ss jeeessasweeunse ae 
aaese? J nS $66 ses peeSe ONES a 8 
Size 12x9x4",, bX?” 2 Saeseesehownne 3 10 
ppnmenans-oee Two Sipes. 
a tuk 7 ae Ot ee eS cess 3 6 
i” «3 a2... 241 iru 28... 3 10 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 
STONE. 


BATH STONE.—Delivered ip raflway trucks a s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambeth, G. W.R.. per ft. cube . 3 34 
Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 2 3 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R._ ,, a ae 


Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G. Ww. R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, GWR. .... per ft. cuve 4 7 

er — ~ eecie on road waggons 4 wane ‘ 

cu 


white heal 3d. pe 
Nore.—1d. per ft. a extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 
}Horron-Woop SToNs— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, s. 
Random blocks from 10ft. and over Pf. cb. 1 
Sawn two 
Sawn three or four sides 
"York STONE, Saree Hood Quality 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
super 


eps 
==—N& 


EO ea 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .. _ 
3 in. sawn two sides siabs (ran- 
ee rer Ts - 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... - 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto ... 
‘Harp YorK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks...... per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn — sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. supe super 
6 in. nore we sides, ditto .. 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
sizes) 


3 in ditto ” 
2in. ‘self-faced a... Se per yd. super 


CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loa 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Small section cills and copings, 11s. 


——_— NAM 
pao SN WOH 


oe 


seeeece ” 


a 


eeeeee Rar oereeeee<” ” 


cSNwWw AN a 
Coun on 


r ft. 








Thames Ballast .... 1s. 64. per yd. 
it BT ncccccce > . 
Pit Sand .......... -o6-; 5 4 - See 
ba oy need Apes : = a ae radius 
m. ungie .... le ” * 
in. Broken Brick 16s. Od. ” ™ | Paddington 
esr  —— 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard eres 3 
tion, delivered London area. £ . 
6 ton loads and upwards site ...... per ton 2 il 
1 ton to 6 tons site ......... 21 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots . er 
* Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
6 ton loads and upwards site ...... ae 217 
1 ton to 6 tons site ........... - 3 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots . 2 14 
* Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 
cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle” prices, 
“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement in 6 ton lots 
“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 
ing to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
“ Snowcrete ” White Portland inane (in free 
paper bags) .. 
Under oneton .. ‘per cwt. 0 13 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots and 
MEE << on aa eo.ch cs eiiaumensenepuiee<ie ~ so t-2 
Plus packages at ‘current prices. 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra. 4-1 0 
Nore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 
Less than one ton 1s. 94d. nett each. 
Credi: 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within two a gl 


d. £ s. d. 
Roman Cement 8 10 OQ Keene’s Cement, White 7 0 0 
Parian Cement 00 Pink 6 100 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per 
cwt. from £3 5s. 


eeeeee 





on 






o 
aoe aco 


411 0 


no 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 


carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1, actual. £ 

24by 12 .... 

BLOF ES. cans 

22 by 11 .... 

20 by 1 

20 by 10 








@ SAVE SITE LABOUR 
@ SAVE TIMBER 


® PROVIDE WORKING 
PLATFORM FOR 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 





The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


’ 5 d, 4 Se 4 
Coarse, F —_ oe 6 Sirapite, con se 23 6 


” White 410 0 ” 
Pioneer ..... $ 3,4 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best apes Blue Grey Stone ie 

Lias Lime .... 3 6 Chalk Lime . 3 
Granite Chipolnas 115 O Hair per cwt. .. 3 15 
eee ey are charged Is. 9d. each, and credited 

s. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 

a carriage paid, 

Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s, 6d, ia 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 


Delivered at London rate stations in full truck vee 


oow 


of not less than 6 tons ..........-2++-- Per 1, 

f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district ........seseseee £5 18 0 
Ditto hand-made ditto cadveee, Tao 
Ornamental ditto .............06 seeseet ee © 
Hip and valley tiles fHand-made ........ 14 6 
(per dozen) Machine-made.....- 13 10 
WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality Foot cube. 
S. é. 2 < 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot... 17 0 to 1 0 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs...... 21 0 to 14 ~°0 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany .... .... 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ..... cn< an 017 6 
American Figured Oak ............+0.+- ~ OF 0 
RMTR PORE Sn ois cn cccccces cans Oi 6 
De IE 5c cridsseco.s<cenciniicence - 013 0 
TE vo Cin Otibe és ho0e-5sipcy cons 012 6 
ME ae aieanice hele aniciesicnwane sens soe ooo Guae 6 
American Whitewood Ras Aen ands Onmeaaee - 012 6 
African Whitewood ......... sisaanncawes oe © 
PETER PAOROMONY idccccvccccsccccses aco ae 66 
Australian Walnut ............. ROS «oan 0 
PUSMENER SUV ORE oi ccccccscccccccsic - 012 6 
eer er percwt. 5 0 0 
SS kar ree pergallon 1 2 0 
SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINB 
Minimum. Maximum. 
Scantlings in imported sizes £.@.4 €s d. 
2in. by 3 in. to4in. by llin. 47 0 O 58 0 0 


PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Ping. 








@ SAVE WEIGHT 


* 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 
FROBISHER 8141 


TRUSCON FLOORS 


EARL S COURT LONDON * SW5S*+ PHONE 











An advertisement of The Trussed Concrete Steel Co. Ltd. 
4-501 


Per standard. 
1 in. by 11 in. s. d. 
1 in. by 9 in. EY OE PLT OE OE EEE TR: Me 
er square. 
s. d. 
1 in. plain edge flooring ...... Rsisebes e's ae 
hp gg oon ESthdC cee n tetas as peawete ~ 6 
1 in. ears on6 quand Whivssekacna ara 
1} in. di A REE, ee Ree 70 6 
MATCHING Per square. 

s. 

BMS Juwesrawamisesaeaesseesddedencete Tae 
Ms ccdescncaseeee pens ceee< éeedvedacs .° ae 3 
5 gl RAE AR Rees ed vcinwiey Kieceaetieee 59 0 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered hacia. 


M.O.H. 
S.D. Brecocxs CrutcH HEAD, For IRON 


H in. 2 in. 
3/- 51/- per doz. 
— Ba ~~. FOR IRON. 
1n. 
42/- 60/- per doz. 
S.D. stop Cocks FoR IRON. 
Zin. lin. tin. I4in. 2in. 
ae 467: 86/- 209/- 281/- 456/- per doz 
<i Coe in it in Two Fg A FoR LEAD 
in. 
ie 41/6 123) 240/- 372/— 624/- per doz. 
DousLe Nut egy praeat. 
4in. Zin. lin. Ifin. in. 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 11/- 24/- 36 56/- per doz. 
HEAvy CROYDON BALL V. 
4 in. in. Vin. 14in. isin 
60/- 96/- 120/— 240/- ‘soil per doz. 
—— a 
1} in. i> 
11/9 15/6 56 35 cS Vi ‘Milsden 
Brass SLEEVES. 
14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/—- 37/- 46/-per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS ws. 
14 x 6 lbs. 14 <6 Ibs. = 3x7 Ibs, 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/-  115/— per doz. 


Soiper.—Plombers’, 1/6. Tinmen’s, 1/11. Blow pipe, 
2/3 per Ib. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 

prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
oe make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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November 5 1943 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 
METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &C., to LONDON STATION PER TON— 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted ..........0- £24 0 
Plain Compound Girders .. 

ea - Stanchions . 
Tt ROOE WORE sclecsonwsschescveedes 

‘Nore.—These prices are for ag pieces and not 

special pieces of an awkward na’ 





MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To Satie Stations, per 

ton. 

Diameter. - d. peete. 2 6. 6 
Mi. Sevcccce oe F O FIM .00.0000 Is ¢ 
PIR. .csccese 22 15 0 iin. o2in. 2 5 ¢ 
Mle siecceulsere 


WROUGHT TL, AND FITTINGS. 

Deliveries from works. 

Deliveries from London stock further 24% gross. 
10/17 


Tubes. Tubulars, and 


+ is + ta ig/ae ay i poe 2F 6” 
Light weight ...... 5 Oe. 4 4 
leavy weight .... 44 44 39. 41 49 
Galv. lightweight .. 40} — a 39: 4 
Galv. heavyweight 31 31 31 41 


Tubes and tubulars sizes $”/}” inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gross. 

Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
_ Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 

C.I. HAtr-Rounp Gutrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Noo ends, 





md URRY se reser er 1/53 1/2; 
SRE ve vasinisian tidltiee este /1 ia 
44 ie (sipiicceeep ewer es eiee - ys ie : 
EARS TA RHR EO ee aE 
BE.  avsiccnssaresdneeee 2/ 2/0 9d. 
GUTTERS. 
SUR vos espe sco Sone ae 1/103 1/73 5d. 
SHIM. cc csccceccccccces 2/14 /1 64d. 
WOME, « ccawcdeacesnoncedes 2/ 3 1/8 74d. 
ARs cc osesinsescssiecce 2/2 1/114 83d. 
BES .iseetcdckapsenceme 2/82 2/3 103d. 
WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6 tts. Pipe. Bends. Branches 
angles. 
2/2: 1/53 2/2 
2/3 1/8. 2/74 
2/84 2/1 3/2 
3/2 2/64 3/72 
oot 3/04 4/5 
NETT " PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 

2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 

L.C.C. Coatrp Som a Prices, ex Stock. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Bends. 





2/7. 3/2 
2/1 3/114 
xis 5/58 
4/5 6/32 
“owt. ar. Ibs per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 
3 in. 0 | eer 5/10 6/11 11/- 
4 in. E © fees eevee T/il 7/11 = 13/10 
$ in. a a {ee 10/1 14/2 21/5 
6 in. MS awins cies 12/3 16/4 28/4 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
1IroN.—Staffordshire Crown, Bonen 
Ce tetde teastenesneacnenwnes 


Iron.—Staffordshire Marked Bars 
Mild Steel Bars is 
Mild Steel Hoops 





Ex Merchant's Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
a ps ee Ee, and C.A.— 


DRDERPRO CAR EAT ESO LORS a Hawke 2417 6 
2 eause sulk ie eater apralman eae a tite oe 25 6 
FOS ocinc bn cacndwacuresaeren ce 2517 6 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
MME. cas cbnedscdccionredcanaes 0 
= — EWavorsurbatty oe eceener dese 2710 0 
raha red emai nkoreorieuuy 28 15 0 

Gavel Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
MEE: cccbueredeeseesedevenneess 28 10 0 
ZA GREBS cccccccccccccccscccesccoce 29 0 0 
WHEE Gihddetwescdiswcuacceedtenaiaes 30 0 
Per ton 

a ¢ 
Cat Nails, 3: AUG ccd cinssvssseuse 28 10 O 


ALL NeTT. 

MeTAL Wrinpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 


PAR, &e. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) 
eg Ground English White Lead, 


ohate se White Lead Paint, 14-Ib. tins free, 
per cwt. 


Gonnias Bod, Lead x sre 
Linseed utty (Kegs extra ” 
Size, XD quality ............ fkn. 

Turpentine substitute can be obtained aa pri 
vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 


a 
. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from May 10. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 
Craftsmen 


A 

Banff B 
Berwickshire ...... A2 

Bridge of Allan ....A 

Broughty Ferry ....A 

Clackmannanshire. .A 

A 








*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, 1 2 
but 1/ 11 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


A 
2/04 
1/7 
ae aga 
Dun 


East Fife....... 
Edinburgh ..... 


Hamilton 


Al 
2/0 
1/6 








Rates of wages in England 








A2 A3 B Bl 
1/114 1/11 Hin 1/10 
1 /6} 1/6 1/54 

IMVeEness......0000 bi 
Inverurie ........ Al Peterhead - 
Kincardineshire ..A2 enfre 
Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay 
Lanarkshire ...... A ge ay - 
Midlothian ...... A . Andrews .. 
Monifieth ........ A | Selkirkshire 
Moray and Nairn B po ° 
Newport .......00+ A Stornoway 
Peeblesshire ...... A2 ‘ayport..... 

eadaonhedye A West Lothian . 

j Feat 1/10; Plasterer, ‘1/103 
Painters, 1 ‘94 and bourers, 1/5. 


and Wales are given on page 379 





—— 





VARNISHES, &c. 





Per et 

016 0 

018 0 

a 

3 2.6 

160 

114 0 

100 

316 6 

140 

120 

100 

16 

12 6 

Pale a ‘kavuneseuccuad a 114 0 

Best Me. Cider antansnns ee 146 

Best Japan ‘Gold GW sisaccue ~ 114 6 

pg error 012 0 

Oak and Mahogany Stain (water)........ 014 0 

ere rrr 09 6 

BE Ce Sevicc cing edcccieceticdvodyce 016 0 

OS er 17 0 

French | er 014 0 

Liquid Dryers in Terebene .............. 011 0 
LEAD, &c. 

Per ton. 

(Delivered in London. s. d. 

Leap.—Sheet, English, , Ib. and up ...... 38 0 O 

Pipe Page Mi cavannessbacuesesiaree<s 38 10 O 

Soil pipe Sa taaeaee awa de mesa pereas 4210 0 

CA INO cncavadeveacactieceauye 4710 0 

Nons-Commaes delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 

under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra Rane’ over 3 cwt. and 


ee oa 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/+ per 


cwt. extra. 
oid _ ex London area, 











acess csees per ton \eis 0 0. 
The of 
Hall Mark Craftsmanship 


ENGLAND'S 





LEADED LIGHTS 


and 
FIRE- 
RESISTING 
COPPER LIGHTS 


Actual Manufacturers— 


AY GEE L' 


LARGEST 


GLAZING CONTRACTORS 
100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 


(6 lines). 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for reconstruc- 
tion, alterations and additions to houses at 
Welicoat-rd., for which the architect is James 
Watson, 35, Quarryknowe-rd., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for garage, for 
which the architect is James Reid, 79, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

LANARKSHIRE. — Plans in hand for new 
building at Kepps Farm (byre, etc.), for 
which the architects and quantity a's = 
02a) 


James Davidson & Sons, 6, Academy-st 


bridge. 


Building Vocational Training: Glaszow 

Protest. 

The Federation of Building Trades has 
protested to the Glasgow Education Com- 
mittee against the delay in organising 
pre-vocational training for boys in the 
building industries. The unions state 
that a | Fae number of apprentices will 
be required for post-war housing pro- 
grammes, and that pre-vocational train- 
ing should start as quickly as possible. 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 
Per ft. super. 
; d. 
PDO nc ccccncetdccsctssecececcesscceespoess Ke 
24 oz. Clear or “R” quality...........--++--- a 
CBiccccsvcépeceysogencsrecuatueducpecsncs 
SEE. dc accccgscvccesecoapdenecccecosesestcces 7 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 

‘Over 300 fe sper of ail Per ft 
Rolled plate, Fin. ......-ccccececccccconsoce 5 
Rough cast ed rolled, # iM........cccccecee 
Rough cast double rolled, 4 in. ..........-.++-: os 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white..........-- 6: 
a rolled and Cathedral, tinted ........-- 


in. thick O4d. 

Rolled oe 3! _ the same price as rough cas: double 
rolled. 

Per ft. 

Wire Rolled, oy we wl > 

Geo Z 


Spy 


Ome OnNOCON 





” ” ” 


“VITA” GLASS. 








“ Vita ” Sheet Glass, about 18/20 oz... 
WE ne “Vita” Glass : 


acco coach? MOLMOZO™ 


BwWN NIUE ny 


GLASS BRICKS. 
P.B. 1—8 in. x og : 3} in. 
P.B. 2—S# in. x in. 


in. X 7: in, 


P.B. 3—7 
P.B. aise 


in. X 7: i. x34 in, 
used Corner Bricks to match ap 





WwWwNNes 
= 
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N.F.B.T.O. PRISONERS OF 
WAR FUND 


Mr. R. Coprockx, General Secretary, 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, writes :— 

To the Southerner mention of the 
Orkneys conjures up visions of cold, sleet, 
fog, rough seas, and everything calculated 
to make him draw closer to his fire and 
thank his lucky stars he is some distance 
removed from such conditions. News has 
just reached us, however, which for sheer 
warmth of human feeling and expression 
surpasses anything throughout the length 
and breadth of the British Isles. 

Under the guidance of Mr. E. G. Carr, 
Federation Officer for Orkney and Shet- 
land, firms and employees, assisted by 
local inhabitants, embarked on a drive to 
augment the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives’ Prisoners of 
War Fund. To this end they promoted 
dances, concerts, raffles -and mock 
auctions, osculatory competitions—which 
seem to have been popular—and other de- 
vices used to extract funds from not un- 
willing victims. So successful have been 
their efforts that upwards of £300 has 
been collected. Everyone seems to have 
given something, and all: have gone out of 
their way to show what can be done by 
concerted effort for a cause which has a 
powerful appeal. 

he management and employees of Bal- 
four Beatty and Co., Ltd. (Empire), John 
Bissett and Sons ’ (Aberdeen), William 
Gibson and Co. (Paisley), H. M. Murray 
and Co. (Glasgow), as well as sub-con- 
tracting firms, co-operated to make the 
fund a success. Associated with this 
effort were the Scottish Painters’ Society, 
the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers, the National Union of General 
and Municipal Workers, and the Trans- 
port and General Workers’ Union. 


DEMOLITION INDUSTRY 


NATIONAL WAGES BOARD SET UP. 


A Natrona Waces Boarp for the 
Demolition Industry has now been con- 
stituted, in which has been vested the re- 
sponsibility for the inferpretation of the 
working rule agreement and the settlement 
of any disputes or differences arising from 
the operation of the working rule agree- 
ment. This provides for the setting up of 
a National Demolition Industry Disputes 
Commission, and the employers and opera- 
tives have ‘agreed that every means for 
effecting an amicable settlement shall be 
exhausted before resorting to direct action. 

The joint secretaries are Mr. Richard 
Coppock, J.P., C.B.E., Hon.A.R.1.B.A., 
General Secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Operatives, who 
is the Chairman of the London County 
Council; and Mr. G. A. Warley, F.C.A., 
the Secretary of the National Veduration 
of Demolition Contractors. 

The demolition industry is now chiefly 
concerned with clearance after enemy air 
attack and the recovery of salvage, but an 
immense amount of demolition work will 
be necessary in the post-war reconstruc- 
tion programine, and this evidence of good 
will and unity between the employers and 
operatives will, we believe, be welcomed 
by all concerned. 


Payment by Results: Seco Hutting. 

The Payment by Results Panel of the 
Ministry of Works has approved new 
rates for work on the erection of 20 ft. 
span Seco hutting, and for comparative 
items which can be applied on a unit 
basis to various types of Seco hutting 
now being carried out. The rates have 


been approved for operation from Octo- 
ber 1, 1943, on a provisional basis. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to ‘the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 8. 


Lewes 1.C.—Erection . revetment wall. 
C. T. Butler, M.Inst.M,&Cy.B., B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Runcorn’ Rk.D. C.—Conversion of existing 
premises, The Creamery, High-st., Frodsham, 
into B.R, A. J. King, E. and §S., Castle Park, 
Frodsham, via Warrington. Dep. (cheque) 
£1 is. 

Tinton T.C.—Construction of 3 _ reinforced 
concrete static water tanks. Horace N. 


Woodard, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., B.E. and S. 
ee —Conveniences at Hollins School. 
Rev. E. Hall, The Vicarage, Unsworth, near 


Whitefield, 
NOVEMBER 9. 
Limvady U.D.C.—Strengthening of 4 shelters. 
Town S., Office, Town Hall, Limvady. 


NOVEMBER 10. 

Cowbridge R.D.C.—Erection of 4 rectangular 
steel emergency water supply tanks. E. Love- 
luck (A.), 12, Dunraven-pl., Bridgend. 

Eire Commissioners of - Public Works.— 
Restaurant. and hostel at Shannon Airport, 
Foynes. G. P. Fagan, Sec., Office of Public 
Works, Dublin. Dep. £5 

NOVEMBER 11. : 

Huntingdon B.C.—Erection of public con- 

venience at Cromwell Walk. B.S. 


NOVEMBER 13. 

Birkenhead bie yy Erection of police sub- 
station. B.E. an 

Dublin seinen Education Committee.— 
Erection of school at Cabra West. Robinson & 
Keefe, architects, 8, Merrion-sq., Dublin. Bills 
of quantities, etc., from F, Shortall, 10, 
Leinster-st., Dublin. Dep. £3 3s. to be paid 
at Technical Schools, Bolton-st., Dublin. 


NOVEMBER 15. 

Thurrock U.D.C.—Strengthening of 3 trench- 
type shelters at Infectious Diseases  coetial. 
G. F. Andrassy, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., E. and §., 
Council Offices, Palmer’s-ave., Grays, Essex. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 16. | 
Mallow.—Alterations and extensions to Con- 


vent National Schools. J. Boyd Barrett, 61, 
South Wall, Cork. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 18. 

Clogher, Cookstown, Dungannon and 
Magherafelt Ciyil Defence Committee.— Erection 
of gas cleansing station. Civil Defence Head- 
setae 6, same st., Cookstown, Dep. £1 1s. 


eepEROTED 
i RAPLOY ERE ~ 


The saan Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 




















R 

ri MOTO Bro. 
Head Office: 

6 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Offices 


23. Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, €.C.2 
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Dublin Commissioners of Public Works.— 
Erection of apprentice-training | workshop. 
G. P. Fagan, anetiers. Office of Public Works, 
Dublin. Dep. 


sdetails 22. , 

Wick T,C€.—Work in various trades required 

in erection of 14 blocks containing 40 houses of 

three, four and five apartments at Ackergill-st. 
Burgh S., Wick. Dep. £2 2s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 10. 

West Riding C.C.—Renovations at Ryhill 
school. Divisional Officer of Education (12), 

8, St. John’s persion Wakefield. 


OVEMBER 15. 
Rochdale T.c--Tostallation of electric light 
and: power at Middlewood Remand Homes, 
Wardle. W. G. Coates, E. and Manager, Elec. 


tricity Dept., Electric House, Smith-st. Dep. 
£1 Is. 
ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL 


NOVEMBER 13. 
Warrington T.C.—Structural steelwork in con- 
nection with boiler house. Y. Hughes, 
B.E, and §. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 29. 
Alfreton U.D.C.—Relaying length of 9-in. out- 


fall sewer. H. Taylor, M.Inst.C.E., Consulting 
E., Regal- chbrs., Cavendish- st., Chesterfield. 
Dep. £2 2s 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
NOVEMBER 8. 

Littlehampton U.D.C.—Engineer and_ Sur- 
veyor. Salary £575-£25-£700, plus £25 bonus. 
L. B. Beresford; C., Council Offices. 

‘Twickenham T.¢.—Engineer and Surveyor. 
£1,200-£50-£1,400. W. H. Jones, 1'.C., Municipal 


Offices. 
NOVEMBER 10. 
Manchester T.C.—Deputy City yy and 
Engineer. £1,200-£100-£1,500. T.C., Town Hall. 


NOVEMBER 13. 

*Southampton C.B.—(1) Full- time teacher of 
Building and Geometrical Drawing. (2) Full- 
time teacher of Mathematics. (3) Full-time 
teacher of Mathematics, Drawing and Physical 
Training. Application forms from F. L. Free- 
man, Secretary, Education Office, Civic Centre, 


Southampton. 
NOVEMBER 15. 
Dover T.C.—Borough Engineer, Surveyor and 
Water Engineer. £800-£50-£1,000, plus £28 
bonus and emoluments. T.C., Brook House. 


NO DATE. 
*West Ham C.B.—Part-time Instructor of 
Brickwork. Application form from Principal, 
West Ham Municipal College, Romford-rd., 


Stratford, E.15. 
aR IS 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Batley.—Board of Management of Batley and 
District hospital, Carlinghow. Hill, have 
acquired property at Transvaal- ter., for adapta- 
tion for additional accommodation for nurses. 

Bingley.—Board of Governors of Bingley 
Modern school propose repairs to roof, at £354. 

Birkenhead.—T.C. propose welfare clinic at 
Woodchurch Estate, 

Blaby.—P.C. propose to establish youth 
centre. 

Bootle.—T.C. propose extensions to sana- 
torium at Maghull, at £1,200. _ 

Brighouse.—T.C. propose public conveniences 
adjacent to ’bus shelters at Owler Ings-rd., and 
at Hove Edge. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose erection of a 
— and store at salvage depot, Alvechurch, 
a 

Corley.—Parish Council Building Committee 
propose erection of parish assembly hall. 

Croydon.—E.C, propose erection of prefabri- 
cated building at rear of School of Building, 
Norwood Polytechnic, at £2,000 (subject to 
B. of E. approyal). 

Darley Dale.—Joint Committee of Men’s and 
Women’s sections of British Legion propose to 
erect a memorial hall, at £2.500 

Halifax.—T.C. to erect public sanitary con- 
veniences at Manor Heath, at £1,384. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved additional garage 
for T. Duckworth. 

Hull.—T.C. approved stores, Victoria-st., for 
William Jackson & Sons, Ltd., grocers, etc. 

Huntingdon.—Huntingdonshire E.C. propose 
extensions to Grammar school. 

Isle of Ely.—E.C. propose erection of two 
prefabricated huts at March High school, at 
£4,022 (subject to B. of E. approval). 

Jarrow.—New omens and extensions to be 
built to plans by T. Page, Son & Bradbury, 
King-st., South Shiel a 

Lancashire.—E.C. propose conversion of 
Linacre Mission premises at Linacre-rd., Lither- 
land, into additional accommodation for 
Litherland Lander-rd. school, 
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Liverpool.—Lancashire E.C. propose erection 
of prefabricated building as extensions to Mag- 
hull Junior and Infants’ Temporary school. 

Manchester.—T.C. propose child welfare 
centre at  Thornton-st., at £4,125.—T.C. 
approved: Conversion of dormitories into offices 
and alterations to conveniences to works, Ard- 
wick, A. Pickles, architect, 3, Wards-end, Hali- 
fax, Yorks; A. A. G. Toone (A.), 37, Princess- 
st., for conversion of existing premises into 
seven flats at Whalley Range. 

Manchester.—Managers of St. Robert’s R.C. 
school, Levenshulme, propose erection of pre- 
fabricated building as extensions. 

Manchester.—Housing Committee propose re- 
pairs to 1,000 houses. ne 

Manchester.—T.C. approved additions to 
cold store and loading platform to dairy, for 
A. Heald, Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., 
propose alterations to ‘‘ Grand Hotel,” Zetland- 
rd. Taylor & Son, Union-bldgs., West- 
gate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are architects for 
alterations for Mort, Ltd. e ; 

Middleton.—Local Branch of British Legion 
propose new headquarters. : 

Morpeth.—J. Walton Taylor & Son, Norwich 
Union-bldgs., Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
are architects for alterations and improvements 
to farm buildings and dwellings for North- 
umberland War Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee.—S. Lawson, Emerson-chbrs., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for alterations 
and improvements to cottages at West 
Chevington farm. f ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Hetherington & Wilson, 
County-chbrs., | Westgate-rd., | Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are architects for erection of etching 
room. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — _ T.C. approved : 
Additions to bottling stores for G. & J. Munroe 
& Co., Ltd., Hanley, Staffs; structural altera- 
tions to premises at London-rd., Chesterton, 


for Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton, Ltd., brewers, 
High-st., Burton-on-Trent. 
_ Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C.. propose _ erec- 


tion of passenger ’bus_ shelters.—Potteries 
Motor Transport, Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent, propose 
*bus station. b 

Oldham.—E.C. received approval of B.E. for 
conversion of Friends’ Meeting House, Greaves- 
st., into Junior Technical school. : 

Salford.—T.C. propose provision of eight 
local health centres. rae 3 

South Shields.—E.C. considering acquiring 
Manor House, Westoe, for use as junior techni- 
cal school and central premises for ‘youth 
purposes. 

Stone. — Staffs E.C. propose extensions to 
Grammar school. Plans by. A. C. H. Stillman 
(F.), County Education Architect, County-bldgs., 
Stafford, 

Tunstall.—Board of Management of Haywood 
Memorial Hospital, Stansfield, received permis- 
sion of M.H. for completion of new maternity 


block. 

Tynemouth.—W. Stockdale, Howard-st., North 
Shields, prepared plans for converting Nos. 50 
and 57, Percy Park into three flats each.—B.E. 


poreret plans for alterations to Tynemouth 
athing pool, at_£1,800.—Repairs to be carried 
out by E.C. to Queen Victoria school, at £354. 

_Urmston.—Committee of Sea Scouts’ Associa- 
tion propose erection of new headquarters at 
Flixton. 

Warrington.—T.C. propose new ’bus station. 

West Riding.—E.C. propose nursery class at 
Infants’ school, Steeton, 

York.—T.C. approved: Day nursery at Acomb 
Estate, for E.C.; additions to Mount school for 
Girls, Dalton-ter., for Board of Governors. 

York.—T.C. propose provision of play centres 
for children. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Bradwell.—Derbyshire E.C. propose feeding 
centre for C. of E. and Council schools. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose feeding centre at 
Churchtown Schools, Darley Dale. ; 

Durham.—B. of E. approved alterations at 
New Seaham High Colliery school for provision 
of school meals, at £781. ‘ 

Huntingdonshire.—E.C. propose adaptation of 
premises at Fletton, for school feeding centre. 

Lancashire. — E.C. propose adaptations and 
equipment for school feeding centres at five 
schools, at £1,218. ‘ 

Leeds.—E.C. propose erection of prefabricated 
building at Burley-rd., for school canteen. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved canteen for George 
Clegg (Oldham), Ltd., cotton spinners. 

Shropshire.—E.C. propose school kitchens at 
Prees, Bridgnorth and Fitchell schools. 

Stockport.—E.C. propose alterations to Edge- 
ley R.C. parish hall for conversion into school 
feeding centre, 

Wallasey.—E.C. propose erection of school 
central kitchen. 

Warwickshire.—E.C. propose school kitchens 
at Atherstone, Henley-in-Arden, Stratford-on- 
Avon and Wellesbourne schools, also extensions 
| aie kitchen at Lawrence Sheriff school, at 


Wolverhampton.—E.C. sage dining centre 
at Bushbury C. of E. school. 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON, 

Croydon.—E.C. accepted tender of Wates, 
Ltd., at £1,565, for strengthening shelters at 
five schools.—E.C. accepted following tenders 
for shelter work. Wates, Ltd., £2,263 (six 
schools); E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., £1,914 
(five schools). ; 

Erith T.C. placed contract with Stox_(Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 13, Curchwaite-gdns., Enfield, 
Middx., at £352, for erection of 2 wardens’ posts 
in reinforced brickwork with reinforced concrete 


roofs. 
PROVINCIAL. . 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose construction of 
concrete base for static water tank. : 

Eccles.—T.C. approved erection of 11 static 
water tanks on selected sites.—T.C. accepted 
tender, at £176, of Ernest Tonge & Sons, Ltd., 
36, Station-rd., Swinton, Manchester, for struc- 
tural alterations to premises for headquarters 
for fire guard. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. accepted tender 
of Baddeley Bros., 78, Dimsdale-parade, Wol- 
stanton, at £105, for relining of static water 
supply basin. : 

South Shields.—T.C. accepted tender of Gus- 
tavus Bailey, Ltd., at £726, for erection of 
shelters at Westoe Central school. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved garages and con- 
trol room for N.F.S. ; 

Warrington.—Structural alterations proposed 
at Walton Hall. 

Widnes.—Lancashire E.C. accepted tender, at 
£123, of Calvert’s, 39, Atlas-rd., Widnes, for 
[ ene » of Wade Deacon Grammar 
school. 


TENDERS 


Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
** A.R.P, Schemes.”” 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject te modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 





Bolton.—Extensions to workshop: *W. Town- 
son & Sons, Ltd., Park Hill-st., Bolton. 
Durham.—Erection of miners’ canteens at 
Thrislington and Coxhoe: *G, W. Lazenby & 
Sons, Ferryhill, Darlington. 
Gateshead.—Erection of nursery at South 
Close villa, for T.C.: *J. Clark & Son, Ltd., 
New Seaham, Co. Durham, £2,184. 
Greenock.—For erection of houses at Maukin- 
hill. David Henderson, architect, Old 
Harbour Trust Offices, Wallace-sq., Greenock, 
excavating, brick and building works, etc.: 
*James Aitkenhead & Co., Greenock. 
Jarrow.—For extensions to offices and work- 
shops: *D. Glen, Back Queen’s-rd., Jarrow. 











“BIG BEN 


STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING 


tracts we can 
give you imme- 
diate delivery of 
tubing and fittings with con- 
struction details, also including 
labour for assembly on pre- 
pared foundations. 


The 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. LTD 


WEYBRIDGE 


— 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, 
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Kettering.—Repairs and painting work at In- 
stitution, London-rd., for Northants P.A.C. J. 
Perkins (L.), County Architect, Shirehall, 
Northampton: *A. G. Miller, Ltd., Tennyson- 
rd., Kettering, £338. : 

Lancashire. — Works for C.C.: Repairs to 
Waterloo Grammar school: *Parker Bros. 
(Waterloo), Ltd., 115, Oxford-rd., Waterloo, 
Liverpool 22, £275; alterations, sinks, hot water, 
etc., for provision of meals in schools at: Dal- 
ton-in-Furness ; *C. Townson, Ladycroft, Myrtle- 
ter., Dalton-in-Furness; Goosnargh White- 
Gopal: *J. Parker & Son, East Leigh, Bartle, 
nr, Preston; Great Harwood St. Hubert’s R.C. : 
*Hartley & Hartley, 20, Church-st., Great Har- 
wood, Blackburn; Livesey Feniscowles: *F. 
Silverwood, Barcroft, Cherry Tree, Pleasington, 
Blackburn; Barrowford Central: *F. Kennedy, 
Gisburn-rd., Barrowford, Nelson; Padiham St. 
John the Baptist’s : *L. Standeven, 129, 
Burnley-rd., Padiham, nr. Burnley; Mawdesley 
Methodist : *H. Ball, Town-la., Much Hoole, nr. 
Preston; Skelmersdale: *T. Constantine & Son, 
15, Knowsley-rd., Ormskirk; Standish-with- 
Langtree Grammar, St. Marie’s R.C. and 
Lower Ground C.E.: *Standish Plumbin 
Services, Standish, nr. Wigan; Haigh, Haigh 
Red Rock C.E., Blackrod Methodist and Scot 
Lane End C.E.; *Harry Hampson, Acresfield 
House, Blackrod, Chorley; Horwich, Old Hor- 
wich Boys’: *James Murray, 71, Church-st., 
Horwich, nr. Bolton; Westhoughton Wingates 
St. John’s: *A. Howarth, Wingates, West- 
houghton, nr. Bolton; Formby Holy Trinity 
C.E.: *L RK. ‘Ward, Formby, nr 
Liverpool ; Rixton-with-Glazebrook Hollins 
Green .E.: *“W. HH. McHardy, 549, 
Liverpool-rd., Irlam, nr. Manchester; Urmston 
(Infants Department and Urmston English 
Martyr’s R.C.) *J. Spark & Son, Higher-rd. 
Saw Mills, Urmston; Bardsley C.E.: *R. Hardy, 
140, Mossley-rd., Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Lancs.—Works, etc., in connection with con- 
struction of water undertaking, for U.D.C. 
J. F. Smithie, E. & §.,, Council Offices, Orrell 
Post, nr. Wigan: *Richard Baillie, Lady Bower 
Reservoir, Bamford, nr. Sheffield. 

.Lichfield.—Erection_of two houses at Wig- 
ginton, for R.D.C. J. G. Rimand, §8.: *G. T. 
Roberts & Sons, Ltd., High-st., Brownhills, nr. 
Walsall, £1,608. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
— a 

urface dressing work : George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Edinburgh; Prestwick & Sons, Lid’, Dron- 
field, nr, Sheffield; G. Gregg & Sons, Ltd., 
Larne, N. Ireland. 

Well-boring work: J. T. Hymas, Harrogate. 

Building work: F. Pape, Beverley, Yorks; C. 
Jenner & Sons, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; F. R. 
Lewis (1927), Ltd., Cardiff ; J. Crewdson, Horley, 
~—. ie ‘ 

gricultural work: Staplefield Tractor Co., 
Coe Heath, Sussex. 

vil engineering work: Chapman, Lowry & 
Puttick, Eid. Haslemere, Gartey; F. & G. 
Toynbee, Ltd., Bognor Regis; J. & R. W. 
Taggart, Belfast. 

General maintenance work: Henry Ashton & 
Son, Barton-on-Humber; 8. Cronin & Sons, 
Ltd., Brentwood, Essex; W. H. Nicholson & 
Sons, Ltd., Wakefield, Yorks; G. H. Miller & 
Co., Ltd., Great Ormond-st., London, W.C.1; 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd., London, W.6. 


{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
aoe by M.O.W. during week ending October 


London: Building work, A, J. Styles, Ltd., 4, 
Queensmere-rd., Wimbledon, §S.W.19; Wilson 
Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhamp- 


ton. 

Beds: Building work, Winton Hayes, Ltd. 
Drove-rd., Biggleswade, Beds. in ; 

Berks: Building work, Francis Bros., 11, 
Armour-rd., Tilehurst, Reading, 

Cornwall: Building work, Dudley Coles, 
Brookland Lodge, Bainbridge-av., Plymouth. 

Hampshire: Building work, G. W. Eden, Ltd., 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Aldershot; W. E. Hughes 
& Son, 167, Brockhurst-rd., Gosport, Hants. 

Herts: Building work, Prefabricated Con- 
structions, Ltd., 6, Grosvenor-st., W.1; F. G. 
Minter, Ltd., Ferry Works, Putney, S.W.15. 

Lancs: Building work, Wm. Livesey & Sons, 
Ltd., Nova Scotia Sawmills, Blackburn, 

Middx: Building work, Leonard Yates, Ltd., 
124, Ewell-rd., Surbiton; Hoad & Son, Ltd., 
215, East-la., North Wembley, Middx. 

Wilts: Building work, G. Percy Trentham, 
Ltd., Long-la., Hillingdon. 

Yorks: Building work, James Miller & 
Partners, Ltd., 88, Hanover-st., Edinburgh; F. 
Whittaker & Co., Ltd., York-rd., Leeds. 

{London (War  Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended October 


Co. Durham: Miscellaneous work, Edwin Pye 
& Son, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham; Rodgers 
Bros., Darlington; W, Pearson & Son, Strenton, 
West Hartlepool. 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, J. T. Tarran & 


Son, Ltd., Hutton Rudby, Yarm, Yorks. 

Ches ; Miscellaneous work, A. Ss. 
Richardson, Wilmslow, Ches. 

Shropshire: Miscellaneous work, Musker 


Bros., Swinton, Manchester. 
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Gloucs: Miscellaneous work, Ashmore Con- 
tractors, Ltd., Gloucester. 

Oxfordshire: Heating work, Z. D. Berry & 
Sons, Ltd., Esher, Surrey. 































UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





ENROL NOW 


FOR 1944 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941 —656 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 


MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 3,500 


LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
BATH, BRISTOL, MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, 
PORTSMOUTH, SALISBURY and TORQUAY 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 paa. 


Phone or write: 
Secretary, 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 








THE BUILDER 


Warwickshire: Hutting (erection) and road- 
work, onsell (Contractors), Ltd., 
Coventry. ; 

Wilts: Hutting (erection) and miscellaneous 
work, A. J. Dunning & Sons, Weyhill, Hants; 
miscellaneous work, E. H. Bradley & Sons, 
Swindon. 

London, 8.W.: Heating work, W. H. Gas- 
coigne & Co., Ltd., London, 6. 

Somerset: Hutting (erection) and _ miscel- 
— work, Reed & Mellik, Ltd., Salisbury, 

ts 


ilts. 

Kent: Hutting (erection), Rice & Son, Ltd., 
Margate. 

Macclesfield.—Structural alterations to _elec- 
tricity works, for T.C. M. Tetlow (A.), Boro’ 
Architect, Pear Tree House, Jordangate: 
*Gorton & Wilson, Elizabeth-st., Macclesfield. 

Manchester.—Conversion of premises into 
two flats at Didsbury Park, Didsbury, for 
K, H. Liversedge: *Lycett & Platt, Ltd., 161, 
rere Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester, 
13. 


Morpeth.—Erection of four houses at Long- 
horsley and four at Netherwitton, for R.D.C.: 
*J. W. Urpeth, Bedlington. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Conversion of ‘ Stud- 
leigh,” Portwood, into two houses: *H. Hoskins, 
Furlong-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 

North Shields.—Erection of joiners’ shop and 
lavatory accommodation at works: *Hadden & 
Hillman, 127, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Oswestry.—Erection of prefabricated building 
for school kitchen at Junior school, and altera-, 
tions to premises as extensions to Technical 
Institute for Shropshire E.C. A. Guy Chant 
(F.), County Architect, 5, Belmont, Shrews- 
bury: *J. Barlow & Sons, Gobowen-rd., 
Oswestry, £575 and £445. 

Whaley Bridge.—Completion of three houses, 
for U.D.C. W. Butler, 8., Market-st.: *Z. & W. 
Wade, Ltd., Buxton-rd., Whaley Bridge (£250 
per house). 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Planning Control of Land. 


It appears from information reaching 
the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning that buyers occasionally buy 
land intending to develop it without 
making inquiry about the planning 
restrictions to which it is, or may become, 
subject. Under the Town and Country 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Boyle’s «si-pump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Addrese: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY, Tel.: Addiscomhe 1133 








November 5 1943 . 


Planning Acts, 1932 and 1943, the whole 
of the land of England and Wales is now 
subject to planning control, and it would 
be unwise for anyone to pay a price for 
land based on its use for a different pur- 
pose without taking proper advice. The 
whole of the land in Scotland will be 
brought under planning control by the 
Scottish Town and Country Planning Bill, 
which was recently introduced in Parlia- 
ment by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 











ESSEX 
CONSTRUCTION 


Co., LTD. 


BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 


GRANGEWOOD 
0294 
288, BARKING ROAD, 
LONDON E.6 








Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 








For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Teleph No, Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 

















ST. SOUTHWARK. S.EJ. 





LIN JAME : 
WATerloo 5474. 














TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
also at SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 


and Branches throughout the country 
*Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). 
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*Grams : “ Taywood, Southall.” 




















